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MARRIAGE, 
At the H. I. German Gi spo, 
on the 7th January, before I. B. Meyer, Esy., 
ice-Consul, Marrutas Frrepnicit Gorin. 
Kxarrt, of. JOSEPMINEADOLYTINE, 
Maapai f Flochherg, Oberamt 
, Winrttemberg. 


DEATH. 

On the 25th October, between Ho 
and Singapore, of consumption, on 
8.8. Ulysses, the beloved wife of J. Mouimass, 
late of Fooshow. 
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‘Most importers and holders, 
PieeeGoods seeing a safety valve in Public 
Anctions, have steadily followed that 
system of selling, and, as sabseqnent 
events have proved, they have had no 


canse to repent their ‘action. Such 
sellers have generally commanded enr 
rent m ‘es; and theirs have been 
the additional advantages of speedy and 
rv clearant the avoidance of 

is ing for a demand 
which has been the experience of their 
more conservative brethren, manageable 
stocks, and results far more satisfactory 
than conld have been obtained by 
holding for a market. At the close of 
1876, the auctions managed to get the 

















dealers in Cotton goods (Grey Shirtings) | 


into their toils, and they held them 
firmly there until well into the opening 
of the northern season last spring, com- 
pelling them to bay, and to “bull” the 
market generally. Consequently they, 

son for inveighing 
inst the anction system, and they 
did so in no unmeasured or ancertain 
terms. But neither their complainings, 

















BIRTH. 
At Shanghai, on the 6th January, the wife 
of Moxracve Haw7rex, of a daughter. ! 


nor the continnal abuse that has been 
heaped npon the sellers has shaken the 









latter in their determination to go on 
with the anctions, and it is worthy of 
note that the supporters of the practice 
are increasing in namber. The follow. 
ing memo. will best: shew the footing 
which the auction system has gained 
here, and in calling attention to it, we 
would premise that for the first five 
months of the year no record was kept 
of the quantity of damaged goods sold 
by public auction, nor of many little 
lots, such as have latterly been classed. 
under the heading ‘ Miscellaneous ;" 
also that the total Re-exports, or de- 
liveries, embrace a very considerable 











amount of goods not sold on this market, 
but shipped by the original importers 
to other places for sale, and thus they 
do not fairly represent. the business 

while the 
indicated, 





actaally done in Shangh 
percentage of anction sales, 
is witliin the facts 












Sale by Auction, 
Kees. 1,100,000.. 
64,000. 











Cambrics 





Handkerehinfs ...Dor 260,000 
Camlets "Peet. 84,000 
Long Elis. 7 95,000 
Lastings. 44,000 





Spanish So » 45,000 ,, 
The above by no means exhausts the 
category of articles that have succumbed 
to the anctioncer’s hammer, but it may 
be accepted as sufficient to. demonstrate 
the importance of a moyement which 
is now unquestionably entitled to rank 
{as one of the controlling influences of 
jour market. 

| Having noticed some of the more 
promincut events or occurrences that 
are accredited with the general dis- 
tarbance of our Piece Goods trade, we 
proceed to examine briefly certain causes, 
}—the characteristics of particular de- 
| scriptions of Lancashire Cotton fabrics, 
iwi have been and which continue to 
be attended with special losses to their 
owners. Chief amongst these are 
| adulteration, oil and tar damage, fungi 
|—all classed here under one title, viz., 
| Minvew, an evil apparently incarable, 
‘at least such is the conclusion forced 
upon merchants in China from the 
habitual disregard of their claims for 
compensation by their representatives 
or friend: home. There is some- 
thing in the atmosphere between China 
and Manchester, or in Manchester itself, 
which turns black into white; in con- 
tradistinction to that other something 
































* Total deliveries are estimated only, there 
being several export cargoes not yet published 
hy the Custom House.—8lst Dee., 1877. 
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in the atmosphere between Manch 





ster | and that the markets of Northern China : to prove the opposite view of the case. 


and China, or in China itself, which | offer a readier sale and better terms for | At all events they establish the fact that 


converts white into black; and many 
there are amongst us, recently arrived 
from Lancashire, who are utterly at sea 
as to the process of conversion. Bales 
of goods, so damaged—mildewed—ev 
rejections by our dealers—certificated 
by competent, responsible men, have 
been returned to England, yet’ when 
opened up for inspection in Manchester 
there has not been any sign or trace of 
damage found in their contents. Such 
is the report, accompanied by the 
vemark :—* Sorry to say there is 
little chance of recovering anything” 
which comes back to the complainer ; 
and this be is forced to accept as fall 
compensation for the losses he sustains. 
It is a pnazling business altogether, 
ntterly beyond the comprehension of 
most men ont here, and hence they are 
looking forward with no little interest 
to the issue of the cause “ Provand v. 
Langton” which is now before the 
Law Conrts of Westminster. That 
case had its origin ina parcel of low 
quality 8i-lbs. Grey Shirtings, which, 
“when offered upon the market here, 
was refased by the dealers, because. of 
the rust or red mildew that covered the 
outer foldings of the goods. Rust or 
red mildew bas been unusually prevalent 
here during the last season, and it has 
been very heavily discounted by the 
natives, who say that its oils or produc- 
ing elements prevent the cloths from 
taking on their dyes so readily and re- 
gularly as do even ordinary sea damaged 
goods do goods that are 
slightly tainted with the mildew fangas 
proper. ‘That may or may not be trae, 
pat we have the authority of the Customs 
“Reports on Trade in the Treaty Ports: 
in China for the year 1876," for saying 
that there is a groving preference 
amongst the natives for their own cloths, 
and, to quote the words of the Acting 
Statistical Si Mr. Hippisley, 
“this preference has, undonbtedly, been 
increased, ty no ineonsiderable degree, 
by the distrust entertained regarding 
for cloths, wl has heen en- 



































ich 
gendered by the wholesale adulteration 








for these prodnetions on the pi 

Manchester manufacturers.” 
But while condemning the vicions 

practices of the home folk, we shonld 

















listen to the plea they have to nrge in 
their justification. We shonld not ignore 
the fact t it has paid them better to 


adnlterate than to be honest, to do evil 
that good might come. In other words, 
filled stuff’s, because of their comparative 
cheapness, have, until quite recently, 
heen preferred by the Chinese and 
Japanese, with whom honest cloths have 
heen altogether at a discount. The 
American mannfuctnrers, whoe—and to 
their everlasting honor be it spoken— 
have steadily set their faces against 

izing, adulteration, and those, to 
us unknown, chemical adjuncts that 
promote weight, mildew, &e., can in 


























their own experience testify’ to the 
frath of this. Their trade with China 
has Intely expanded in a wonderful 
manner, but it has not by any means 









been table basin and thos 
engaged in it have received but a small 
modieam of encouragement to carry it 
on; unless, indeed, they find their in- 
dneement in the facts that their ontput 


is ovexranning their ome consumption, 











a portion of the surplus, than do their 
| other dependencies. In this matter of 
| adulteration, therefore, the Chinese are 
{not altogether blameless. It is hard 
| to say what might have been, had they 
[never been treated to filled goods; but 
such mannfactures did come, and the 
taste for them was created ; hence the 
development. of the evil, and its con- 
tinnance. The great injustice in the 
! business is that innocent importers in 
| China, and innocent owners wheresoever 
situated outside the Manchester ware- 
houses,shonld be saddled with the whole 
jloss, and that redress shonld be so ob- 
stinatcly denied to them. Consequently 
the thanks of all such have been carned 
by Mr. Provand, for the resclate stand he 
has made, and which—if it do nothing 
more—will probably enlighten us on 
many points connected with the process 
of doctoring on which we have hitherto 
been in “onter darknes 
Attention has been directed to the 
expansion of the American soft goods 
trade with North China, and to the 
importation by the Americans of a 
new fabric—termed Continental Sheet- 
ings—bearing a close resemblance to 
English made Heavy Shirtings. Upon 
their own terms the Chinese took 
kindly to the novelty, and upon these 
same terms they have continued buy- 
ing, and still are open to purchase 
freely of it. But, cnriously enongh, 
the prices current here for both it 
and the established American staples, 
as well as for the purer makes of 
their English congeners, have seldom 
heen remunerative; and as no charge 
of adulteration or of inferiority to the 
native prodnets has ever been urged 
against these, it wonld be both in- 
teresting and instractive to learn why 
the resnlts to the importing mer- 
chants have been so disconraging. 
Mr. Hippisley proponnds a theory that 
it may be owing to the increase of the 
popniation, the recovery to enltivation 
af large tracts of land in lower Kiangsn 

which were devastated by the Taipin 
rebellion, and the more widely spreed 
growth of the Cotton plant conseqnent 
on the pacification of the province ; all 
combining, as he implies, to inerense 
the production of native cottons, and 
to reduce their value so that it is 
hy fav more cconomical for the com- 
fortable middle classes to clothe them- 
selves in their own mannfactare, which 
he (Mr. Hippisley) says is “coarse, 
“more durable, and warmer than its 
“foreign rival, while the demand for 
“the foreign fabric is restricted to the 
“ impecanions who cannot afford to pur- 
“chase the at the outset more costly, 
‘hut in the long ran_ less expensive 
“native cloth, and to the wealthy who 
“are able and willing to pay highly 
“for a fabric less durable but of more 
icate texture for under clothing.” 
Tt would have been desirable if Mr. 
isley Lad supplemented his bypo- 


































some § 
time I 
anything to show tut the native in- 
‘5 ig the consumption of 
honest cloth in China, and in the 
nce of such evidence we call atten 
tion to the following figures, which go 

















| the American trade in soft goods in this 
H conntry is not declining :— 

| Amenicas Dosestics, 

| Inroxrs—in round numbers, 














1874. 1875, 1876. 187. 
Ble Bis, Bia 
| Drills + 2,630 6,801 9,052 19,612 
| Steere fan | #15185 2,900 4,265 14,461 
Jeans sect 100 360 2,597 
Orrraxx—in round numbers. 
1874. 1875. 1870. 187 
Ma Bie’ Bie Bl 
| rit 2,007 3,475 19,634 14,016 
‘Steetngs (and) { 1,135 2057 4,766 8,454 
Seans at 100 360 1,253 





| Moreor xv, we ave assured by Chinese 

themselves that their prodaction now 
falls far short of what it was some eight 
years ago, and that present values— 
which are lower by from 17 to 20% than 
they were then—are unprofitable to the 
producers; that the extra production 
was called into being by the demand 
from foreign conntries,—England prin- 
cipally—~and that the decline in value 
dates from the cessation of that demand. 
If this be trae, Mr. Hippisley’s theory 
falls to the ground, and we are as far 
as ever from the solution of the mystery 
which surrounds our import trade in 
Piece Goods. 

Tt must, however, be very gratifying 
to the American people to find that, 
notwithstanding the unsatisfactoriness 
of their trade pecuniarily, the outlet for 
their Domestics in China is extending 
so rapidly—to find that, in spite of 
famine, taxation, and the many other 
obstructions against which foreigners 
in this country have to contend, the 
offtake by China of their manufactures 
is increasing, while the consumption 
of China's own productions, and of 
others of the same genus—the products 
of English industry—is falling off, 
After all, may it not be found thab 
honesty is the best policy, and that a 
perseverance in their past and present 
course of action may y.t land the 
Americans on the safe side of values 
also ? 

Sterling Exchange has not seriously 
affected the action of Piece Goods 
importers during 1877. The ‘xcitenent, 
prevailing and the high rates current 
at the close of 1876 continued, but with 
a slackening and downward tendency, 
until the beginning of March; after 
which and throughout the year the 
finctuations between 5s. 6d. aud 5s, 4d. 
per Tael for Bank Draft at 6 months? 
sight on London were very trifling. At 
the same time, what between the ont- 
break of the Russo-Tarkish war, the 
uncertain condition of French politics, 
and the, in a great measure, consequent 
depression in onr Silk market, the 
Indian Famine and Exchanges, ete., 
people were often very ansious; and 
their anxiety occasionally resulted in 
sales which certainly had an air of 
foolishness abont them at the time, 
and which, not infrequently, were 
received in anything but a contented 
spirit at home. Read by the light of 
subsequent erents, however, the sales 
were seldom far wrong; and the be- 
wildered, timid China merchant, whom. 
the retrogressive course of the market, 
and, sometimes, of exchange, had set 











5 pieces to each bale, 
20 pieces to cach bale. 
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upon the highest pinnacle of indifference, 
was enabled to smile at the splenetic 
ravings of his disappointed constitnents. 

One word more by way. of generalisa- 
tion. How has it fared with the native 
tradors in Piece Goods during 1877? 
‘To this question the answer is, not very 
well, It has not been all plain sailing 
with them any more than it has been 
with the foreign merchants. At the 
beginning of the year, being filled to 
overflowing with “goods—8}-Ib. Grey 
Shirtings principally—forced apon them 
by the auctions, they sustained heavy 
losses through untoward markets and 
depreciation ‘by mildew ; and in their 
subsequent efforts to recoup them- 
_selves they were not invariably snecess- 
fal, notwithstanding that those efforts 
were not confined to the articles 
which inangarated their misfortunes. 
Except on two or three occasions 
(settling times), money has been com- 
paratively easy amongst them at this 
pee, bat its abundance and cheapness 

ere have beencounteractedand rendered 
inoperative by the dearth of it in the 
consuming districts and by the nu- 
merons banking failures in the interior, 
also by the condemnation of the small 
Copper Cash currency, and conseqnent 
advance, all over the Empire, in the 
value of the large, or officially sanctioned 
coin. Indeed, things generally have 
combined to frighten oar dealers, to 
kill the spirit of speculation within 
them, so to speak; and their continued 
wail has been of the absence of orders 
from the country. Jndividaals there 
are, whose accounts will shew up fairly 
enongh at the close of their year, but 
those are they who possess a good 
command of ready money, and whose 
business connections are extensive and 
powerful. The general body of our 
native merchants have not done mach 
to boast of since their y . opened, Inst 
February. 








Summary of Dews. 





Tho Fronch mail of the 16th November 
arrived on Sunday, by the M.M. str Tigre. 

‘The English mail of the 23rd November 
arrived on the same day and hour, by 
the P. & 0. str. Mirsitpore. 

‘A mail leaves to-morrow for Europe, by 
the P. & O. str. Geelong. 





‘Telegrams were received Thursday, to 
the effect that the Channel Fleet had beon 
ordered to hold itself in readiness to sail. — 
The following are the latest 

REUTER’S TELEGRAMS. 
(Supplied to the N.C. Daily News.") 
London, 2nd Januar; 

A deputation which waited on the Secre- 
tary of State for the Colonies was informed 
by Lord Oarnarvoa that the English Govern- 
ment was determined to have a voice in the 
settlement of the ‘Eastern Question.” 

There is terrible distress in tho iron 
districts of South Wales in consequence of 
the closing of ironworks. 








Sed January. 
Lord Carnarvon added to what was re- 
ported in the last telegram that cireum- 


stances are not materially changed since | 


the speech of Lord Derby in November 
(see Keuter’s Teleyram No. 174, dated 30th 
November), that the rejection by Russia of 
the proposal for mediation was not of the 
nature of an affront, and that no one desired 
that the events of the Crimean War should 
be repeated. 








bth January. 

General Gourko is successfully advancing 
on Sophia, the Turks are falling back on 
Ichtiman. 

Before replying to the Sultan of Turkey's 
proposal for mediation, the British Govern- 
ment endeavours to ascertain wl 
conditions are proposed by Russia. 

The Standard states that the British 
Government will not tolerate the complete 
overthrow of Turkey, nor a separate treaty 
of peace between tho belligerents. 

Frequent meetings are held in favour of 
England's neutrality. 





7th January. 

‘The Russians have advanced as far as 
Sophia, and captured that town. 

‘The British Ambassadorat Constantinople 
has informed the Grand Vizier that Russia 
refuses to entertain peace proposals until 
an armistice is concluded. 

It is semi-ofticially stated that Russia has 
rejected an armistice, unless of similar 
tenour to terms previously accepted. 

King Victor Emanuel is very ill. 








Wo publish elsewhere, minutes of four 
meetings of the Municipal Council, held 
on the 17th, 18th, 22nd and 31st December. 
—Mr. Souper’s resignation is noted, and 
Mr. Pond’s appointment to act as Secretary 
in his stead.—Mr. Holliday’s resignation 
of the Captainey of No. 1 Company, .V.0., 
is noted.—Progress is reported in cleansing 
the Yang-king-pang. 
The Municipal election was held on the 
8th and 9th, and resulted as follows :— 
Cowie, G. J. W. 137 
Low, E. G. 














Mackenzie, R. 122 
Artindale, R. HL 117 
Hart, J... 115 


Hibbe, P. G. 
Withers, G. 
Wisner, J. H. 
Lavers, E. H. 


McLeod, A. 
Harrisson, G. 
Meyerink, W. 
Sassoon, E. 
Kalb, M. 39 

The first nine gentlemen were therefore 
declared duly elected. 

A correspondent points out, howevar, that 
the whole proceeding is illegal beca se the 
Consuls fixed a day in the wrong month. 
The Land Regulations say they shall, 
during the month of January or February 
in each year, fix a day for the election. 
But they did, during the month of Decem- 
ber, fix a day, Of course it is a quibble ; 
and utterly unimportant, and the same 
thing happened last year, but—there is the 
letter of the law. It remains to be seen 
whether the authorities will think the 
error of suflicient importance to need 
rectification by a new election. 

A mecting of the members of No. 1 
Conipany, S.V.C., was held Monday at 
the Main Guard, to elect a Captain in the 
place of Captain J. F. Holliday resigned. 
‘There was a fair attendance. Lieutenant 
Sim presided, and proposed a vote of 
thanks to Captain Holliday for the great 
interest he had evineed in the welfare of the 
Company. ‘The motion was carried with 
A brief discussion ensued, as 
to the condition and prospects of the Com- 
pany ; and Lieutenant Sim was then ui- 



























animously clected as the successur of | 


Captain Holliday, whose loss to the Com-- 
pany was much regretted. 

We hear that considerable changes are 
about to be made in the Consular Service, 





and that the rank of Interproter is abolished. 
It is said that Sir Brooke Robertson's ap- 
pointment entails no inerease of salary. His 
successor, Mr. Mongan, will have a con- 
siderably reduced salary—a great mistake, 
seeing the importance of tho port as the 
advocate for the Hongkong Government 
with the Provincial authorities, Mr. Daven- 
port is appointed to Chefoo, Mr. King to 
Ichang, Mr. Forrest to Wénchow, Mr. 
Gardner to Pakhoi, Mr. Herbert J. Allon 
to Chinkiang, Mr. Hewlett to Taiwan—as 
Consuls ; Mr. Clement Allen to Shanghai 
as Vice-Consul. 

The London & China Express says Mr. 
Stronach was to leave for China early 
in December, and will probably take chargo 
of the Consulate at Pakhoi. Mr. Middleton 
has definitely resigned his appointment 
in the service, Mr, Harvey's health has 
much improved since his arrival in England, 
‘The full scheme for the China and Japau 
Consular Service is before the Treasury for 
approval. Pending this, the notice for a 
further batch of Student Interpreters has 
not been issued. 

The Japan Gazette of the 24th Dec. 
learns that General Julius Stahel has 
received telegraphic instructions from 
Washington to proceed to Shanghai, and 
there to relieve Mr. G. Wiley Wells, U. S. 
Consul-General, 

The first performaneo of the A.D.C. for 
tho present season is announced to take 
place on or about tho 22nd, The pieso 
selected is “On Guard.” 

We understand that the decision in the 
case of the China Navigation Co. » 
R. Francis,—which was tried here beforethe 
Supreme Court last February, and decided 
by Mr, Goodwin in favour of the defend- 
ant—has been reversed, upon appeal, by 
the Privy Council. 

Among the cases which came before the 
Mixed Court on Monday, was ono which 
looks like a gross attempt to squeeze the 
owner of « large “ tea-houso” in the Canton 
Road. Having resolved, at last, to resist a 
system of petty squeezing to which he has 
been subjected for along time, the man was, 
on the 30th Decomber, dragged out of his 
house by some runuers from the city, on a 
charge of having been “not a quiet and 
respectable man, a long time ago." This 
was a trifle vague; and he was released, 


















on the interference of the Municipal 
Police, on giving socurity to appear hefore 
the Mixed Court and answer the charge. 






, and denied the 
accusers did not appear ; and 
the case was again adjourned, Fuller 
particulars will be found in our réport of 
the hearing. 

We follow up the return of Civil cases 
tried at the Mixed Court, which we 
published last week, by a tabular return of 
criminal cases heard during the half year, 
before the Chinese Magistrate and the 
British Assessor. It will be seen that 
these reached 1,022 ; but it is satisfactory 
to note thiat the number was considerably 
less of late than in ‘the earlier months—a 
result which the {Police attribute to the 
rule inaugurated by Mr. Davenport during 
his Assessorship, of passing sentences more 
adequate to the crime than tho Magistrate 
had previously been in the habit of giving. 
‘The result is that in December crime was 
much diminished, sand ,there} were hardly 
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any cases. of old offenders, who used to 
» turn up like recurring decimals under the 
vld system. Among the punishments in- 
flicted were 256 fines, oggregating $1,334. 
‘This amount was apportioned as followa :-— 












‘To the 

Shansi Famine Fund . 8 600 
Fohkien do. 100 

‘Municipal Council, in diminution 

of prison expenses, prisoners’ 
clothing, &e. 237 
Plaintifts 191 
Chinese Hospitals 206 
$1,334 


A Chinese gentleman requests us to 
insert a letter, acknowledging the success of 
a, surgical operation performed upon hin 
atthe Hankow hospital. For a foreigner 
to write to a newspaper, expressing his 
indebtedness to his medical attendant, 
would be held very much out of place, and 
would be very’ disagreeable to the gentle- 
man culogised. But the Chinese custom 
is different, and Dr, Mackenaie will, we 
are sure, feel gratified at this tribute to the 
excollence of Western surgery. 

‘Where has been quite an interesting mail 
steamer race from Hongkong. ‘The Tigre, 
with the French mail of the 16th November, 
jeft at 8.30 a.m. on Wednesday, and the 
Mirzapore 4 hours later. ‘The latter over- 
took her rival on tho run up, and crossed the 
‘Wooaung bar three minutes before her ; thus 
establishing a gain of a clear week on the 
run ont, and delivering her nails of the 
23rd simuultanoously with those of the 16th. 

We print, elsewhere, a second extract 
from Koh Sung-tao’s journal of his voyage 
to England, which is perhaps more in- 
teresting than the first, as showing how 
original but on the whole not incorrect a 
view of the relative conditions of the Bast 
and West, the Envoy has formed for him- 
self in the course of his voyage. —Notw: 
standing that the sole authority he Appears 
to have had accessible to him, in his 
ignorance of all languages but his own, is 
the pitiful and antiquated “ Description of 
Western Nations” published at Fouchow 
30 years ayo by the Governor of Fuhkien, 
Sit K'i-yit, he has evidently employed his 
opportunities of questioning the Europeans 
about hin to the best advantage, 
tion to which he has enjoyed 
oceasions of gaining an insight into the 
methods of English administration in the 
ditferent colonies and military posts at 
which he touched en route. His cond 
nation of the “empty vapouring" 
Chinese patrivtism may very possibly be 
intended as ay i 
colleagues in the Mi 
‘whose talents he donbtless kno 
chiefly developed in that direction. 

The San Francisco papers x 
last American mail, publish the follow 
as the provisions of the new Silver Bill, 
which passed the United States Honse of 
Representatives on the Sth November :— 

‘The House passed, under suspension of | 
the rules, Bland’s bill for the recvinage of 
silver. It provides that there shall be coined 
at the several mints of the United States, 
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troy of standard silver ax provide: 
Act of January 18th, 1837, on which there ! 

ees and superseriptions provided 
by said Act, which coins, together with all 
silver dollars heretofore coined by the 
United States, of like weight and fineness, 
shall be legal tender at their nominal weight , 









and value for all debts and dues, public and 
private, except where otherwise provided 
by contract ; and any owner of silver bullion 
may deposit the same at any United States 
Coinage Mint, or Assay Office, to be coined 
into such dollars, for his benefit, upon the 
same terms and conditions as gold bullion is 
deposited for coinage under existing laws. 

We have received a pamphlet entitled 
“The Chinese Question Analysed,” which 
appears to be a reprint of a lecture delivered 
in the Hall of the Young Men’s Christian 
Association at San Francisco, by Dr. Kerr, 
an old rosident in the South of China. 

‘The December number of the Far East 
is decidedly above the recent average. In 
respect of pietmres, we have a of 
Choo Fuo-tze’s residence near Kiukiang, and 
one of the city and pagoda of Anching, on 
the Yangtszo ; photographs of a Pekingese 
lady and of a Soochow nun ; and repre- 
sentations of the sledges used for winter 
travelling in North-China and of a Peking 
cart.—The letter-press opens with a de- 
scription of the marriage of the late Emperor 
‘Tungche.—A translation follows, over the 
familiar signature ‘U.M.F.,” of a Chinese 
story entitled  Recumpense, or the Man- 
darin’s Vengeance."—A really touching 
trait of Japanese character is given under 
the title “A small Christmas incident.” — 
And a second Japanese tale relates ‘Tho 
tragic story of Kiku and Yeni."—Some 
brief descriptions of the illustrations close 
the number. 

In a very sensible letter which we re- 
print from the Spectator, Sir Edmund 
Hornby has come forward to vindicate the 
residents of Hongkong from the unfair 
aspersions which have been east upon them 
in connexion with the recent discussion as 
to prison discipline. Sir Edmund aftirms 
that, if error there has been in the treat- 
ment of native criminals, it has been rather 
on the side of over leniency ; and he goes 






























character and circumstances of the Hong- 
kong criminal population. 

‘The Loudon and China Express says the 
Rev, E. Reeves Palmer, M.A., has resigned 
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the pastorate of the Congregational Church 
at Theddingworth, near Rugby, having 
accepted the charge of the Union Chapel, 
Shanghai, for which place he will leave by 
the steamer Cyphrenes.—By the same vessel 
the directors of the London Missionary 
Society are sending out the Rev. Thomas 
aylur, BA. and Mrs. Taylor, as mission- 
aries of the Society. They are destined, 
with others, to commence missionary labour 
in the province of Szechuen. 

‘The L, dC. Express says the reception 
of Kno'Ta Jen at the Lord Mayor's Banquet 
was exevelingly conta tho guests, 00 in 
number, cheering him, as the saying is, to 
the echo, He went out through the day, 
\l froma window on the first floor of a 
house at Temple Bar saw the procession as 
it passed through that interesting old relic, 
























where, hundreds of years ago, the heads of 
cvil-doers used to be exposed as they are at 
this day at the gates of the cities in China, 
If ever he entertained the notion that our 
| absence of show and contempt for ceremonial 
was a proof of our barbarism, he must h: 
felt somewha 

the gorgeous pageant which was passing 
under his eyes had been yearly celebrated 
in much the same manner for nearly a 
thousand years. He would see that the 
processions and the flowing robes of the 
Chinese were indications of a condition of 
society not to which we were approaching, 




















stunished when told that | 





but which we had long ago passed through, 
preserving only the last vestige of it in the 
Lord Mayor's Show. 

iu Ta Jen, the late Assistant Chinese 
Minister at the Court of St. James, left 
London on the morning of the 13th 
November for Berlin, to which Court he 
has been accredited as Envoy. His suite 
consisted of Li Shu-Chang, Secretary of 
Legation at the English Court, but tem- 
porarily detached until the arrival of Liu’s 
own staff from China ; Lin Fu Yi, Second 
Secretary ; Chang Szu Hsin, and Mr. 
A. O Brown, Attaché, of the Chi 
Customs Service. 

‘The Cooktown papers of December 8th 
say that an alleged case of kidnapping two 
European children, a boy and a girl, from 
Melbourne, by a Chinaman, was creating 
sume sonsation in Brisbane. ‘They were 
found on board the R.M.S. Brisbane, bound 
to Hong'ng, in charge of the Chinaman, 
who swe ‘ae girl was his step-daughter, 
and thas the boy was regularly sold to him 
by his mother, a woman named Phelps, 
under an agreement drawn up by a solicitor 
in Melbourne. ‘The little boy was sent to 
the Diamantina Orphanage, by order of the 
Supreme Court. 

The Friend of India, writing on the 23rd 
November, says it is happily unnecessary 
now to devote much space to the state of 
the weather and crops, or the condition of 
the famine districts. ‘The reports continue 
to be generally of a favourable character, 
and in a few weeks the famine will be over 
in Madras and Mysore, where it still 
lingers. 

A decree in the Peking G 
Ldth December refuses permi 
Jih-chang to resign the Governorship of 
Fohkien, but grants him three months 
further leave. 

‘The same Gazette contains a memorial 
from the Governor of Shensi, regarding the 
relief measures adopted in his province. 
It is probably due to the recent loan that 
Tso Tsung-tang has been able to repay 
Tis. 300,000 previously borrowed from the 
Shensi treasury, which have been at once 
appropriated for the purchase of grain. 
The Governor does not complain so much 
of want of funds as of the difficulty of 
transport, which has been greatly increased 
by the drought, the rivers being nearly 
ary. 

Our Wexctiow correspondent writes a 
very pithy homily in relation to the 
“wood” case which he described in a 
previous letter. It will be remembered 
that a native merchant, who sold some 
wood to a foreigner, incurred such enmity 
that he had to take refuge in a foreign 
hong, where he still remains. 

Our Amox correspondent severely criti- 
cises the action of the London Missionary 
Society in recalling Mr. Oukes, one of 
the ablest and most esteemed mission- 
aries in China, We commend his letter 
to the persual of English readers.—The 
Rey. Mr. Muirhead deprecates the criticisms 
without, however, much improving the 
situation, It is significant that Mr. Dukes 
has accepted the invitation of the District 
Committee of the London Missionary Suciety 
at Hongkong, to join that Society's Mission 
at Canton. Thisis rather a pithy comment 
on the action of the Home Board. 

According to our meteorological register, 
there was a “very strong earthquake” 
at Nacasart at 7.90 p.m. on the 2nd. 
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Editorial Selections. 


‘THE MIXED couRr. 
Vue tables which we have lately pub- 
lished, of civil and criminal eases tried 
during tho last hali-year before the 
British Assessor and the Mixed Court 
Magistrate, form an interesting and 
useful record, aud robably go to 
show that the Court is really more 
useful than it is often given credit for 
being. At the same time, the list of 
civil cases would undoubtedly follow 
the usual rule of statistics, and be 
misleading, were not other facts taken 
into consideration. In the first place, 
the cases bronght before the Mixed 
Court do not represent a tenth of the 
enses of debt by Chinese to Britinh 
subjects, that actually occur. A great 
many of these, as in the ease of Shaw, 
Ripley and Co. v. Chang Yu-ling, are 
settled out of Court for considerably 
less than the sum claimed, because it is 
80 very difficult to get n sentence car- 
ried oat by the Mixed Court even if 
a satisfactory judgment is obtained. 
‘Many cases, again, of absconding debtors 
never come before the Mixed Court at 
all, Foreigners don’t care to take the 
trouble—and a great deal of trouble 
of course it is—to attend day after day 
before the Mixed Court, unless they 
know the debtor has assets in the 
jurisdiction of the Court, which juris- 
diction extends only over the few acres 
comprising the Asorican and British 
Settlements, A debtor may even have 
large property in the City, at Hang. 
chow or Woosih, Soochow, Wubu, 
Hoochow, é&c., aud yet no judgment of 
the Mixed Court, which is legally a 
Chinese Court, is considered valid or 
attempted to be given effect to by 
other Chinese Courts. So that, if the 
dobtor chooses to be dishonest, the 
foreign creditor has uo chance in such 
circumstances of recovering his money. 
Of course it would be preferable if 
foreign creditors were public spirited 
enough to bring up all such claims, as 
they would materially strengthen the 
hands of their Representatives to get 
reforms instituted. In fact, it would 
be well to have the grievance endured 
clearly demonstrated. But it would 
bo unreasonable to expect creditors to 
take all this trouble for nothing, or 
rather with no prospect of gain to 
themselves. ‘They naturally consider 
that their officials are paid to look 
after the public interest, and that they 
(the creditors) have a right, and in 
cases a plain duty, to confine 
euergits to looking after their 
individual interests. At the same 
time it is unquestiouable that this 
abstention from prosecuting claims pre- 
vents the marshalling of facts which are 
much more weighty than bare state- 
ment in support of claims for reform 
and redress. As a small debt Court, 
when the debtors have no influence, 
the Mixed Court is undoubtedly useful, 
but as a Court to decide legal questions, 
at present nearly useless; as a real 




















Civil Conrt for mixed eases, only good 
in so far that it demonstrates the 
impossibility of British subjects get 
justice from the Chinese. It. remains’ 
to be seen how long this state of affairs 
is to continue, how long before the 
reform promised in the Chefoo Con- 
vention is to be brought about, 
The Court has, hower 

aspect than that with v 
so far dealt, and that is in ils relation 
to purely Chinese cxses, As a Court 
between Chinese and Chinese in the 
, ib is without questiv 
provement on any purely 
t, and goes far to satisfy 
the aspirations of the untive residents, 
We should be sorry to declare that 
squeezing and bribery are unknown 
within its precincts; but the Chinese 
not only tolerate but approve of an 
amount of corruption that Lo us seems 
marvellous. Purity of administration 
is, then, a comparative term, and the 
parity of the Mixed Court. certainly 
shows up well as compared with the 
irregularities of purely native Courts, 
The presence of the well-paid and well- 
managed Municipal Police ensures an 
immense superiority in this respect 
over the Yaméns, where the arrests have 
to be made (or not made) and cases of 
course can he more or less worked up and 
influenced by the uotorionsly corrupt 
native runners, The fact of the Mixed 
Court proceedings b 
subject to the bra 
and native newspaper criticism, is 
also beneficial, and the presence on 
the bench of the Foreign Assessor 
cannot fail (o introdace a henlthy atmos- 
phere. From all these causes combined, 
it undoubtedly resulls that the native 
residents of this Settlement enjoy a 
degree of security for their lives and 
property, quite unk in any oth 
part of China; and it is no doubt this 
fact, as well na the presence of a 
great trade and the consequent demand 
for Inbour and variety of minor 
business, that attracts a large native 
willing and able to pay 
sound fabulous to occupants 
in an inkund city. 
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MR, HENNESSY AT HONGKONG. 





" ne that the policy pursued 
by Mr. Pope Hennessy at Hongkong 
will not improbably result in some 
change in the constitntion of the Colony. 
Rightly or wrongly, Mr. Heunessy hns 
instituted a poliey diametrically opposed 
to the wishes of the residents, and i 
the carrying out of that policy he has 
been able to make use of what, under 
ordinary circumstances, men are accus- 
tomed to eall despotic power. We have 
before alluded to the powers exercised 
by the Governor of Hongkong, and 
have seen how a former Governor 
could send his Bndget home for con- 
firmation by the Colonial Office, a fort- 
night before he liad presented it for 
@iscussion in the Legislative Council. 
But in that case, when presenting his 
Budget the Governor bad the grace to 

























inform his Council that he desired 
the fullest. possible diseussion. He held 
the cords, indeed; but he was not 
desirous of exhibiting them, and pre- 
ferred a mock discussion, where his 
own views were bound to prevail, to 
the ruder method of imposing his views 
without adviser or counsel. Mr, Hen- 
nessy has indeed gone far to prove that, 
if we desire to search out an autocrat, 
we are to louk, not in the Governments - 
of countries like Russia, where the 
Emperor's will is the highest law, but 
to an English Crown Colony, where a * 
Governor seems to be able of his own 
motion to change the entire aspect of 
Government, utterly irrespective of the 
views and interests of those most con- 
cerned. Now, wecan imagine circum. 
stanees under which such enlarged 
powers may be useful or necessary. 
We despise, ns much as Mr, Hennessy, 
the besetting sin of modern English 
officinldom, the dread of respousibility. 
But there are times when such sn 
exercise of constitutionnl powers is at 
once itpolitic, and, we may add, a sign 
of ineptitude for emergencies. Exactly 
in proportion to a man's disposition to 
intermeddle uselessly, should we be dis- 
posed to rate his inability to take 
decisive steps when the time for them 
arrives. There was cortainly nothing 
in the state of Hongkong, on the arrival 
of Mr. Hennessy, to call for any unusual - 
exhibition of power. The Colony was 
fairly progressing, and there certainly 
had not arisen, nor did there seem any 
symptom of arising, a conflict of races. 
Hongkong was a stranger to the strife 
going on iu California and Queensland ; 
no feeling of oppression on the one 
side or desire to domineer on the other, 
existed; and, altogether, few colonies 
were to be found which offered fewer 
subjects for local differences, It is of 
course the case that the condition of 
the Colony was not perfect—that is a 
state never yet attained in human 
affairs; but Hongkong certainly did not 
differ from the ideal state more than 
most British colonies, Had Mr. Hen- 
nessy been a wise administrator, he 
would doubtless have turned bis atte 
tion to those points wherein the adinin- 
istration 02 the Colony wns defective, 
and have exercised himself to have 
them amended, At the same time, be 
would havo recognised the fact that 
he was not the first administrator 
sent to Hongkong, and that many 
of his predecessors liad been able men, 
‘What seemed, therefore, to bim defec- 
tive on first sight, may have been 
introduced for good and effective 
reasons ; and as the iustitutions, bow- 
ever defective, certainly worked 
smoothly, it was worth his while before 
attempling alterations to ascertain the 
reasous which had influenced his pre- 
aecessors. A measure may not always 
be the best in the abstract, but it may 
be the best that circumstances permit ; 
and it is a great recommendation that 
it has stood the test of time and con- 
tinued to work well and smoothly. 
Mr. Hennessy apparently thought 
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differently, aud had scarcely taken his 
oath of office before he proceeded to 
aller and amend according to his own 
private judgment many of the institu- 
tions which bad grown up in the 
place. Some of the changes made 
wore, possibly, good; bat some had 
little but caprice to recommend them, 
and as of all principles of government 
caprice is the most dangerous, it is 
not strange that the colonists should 
feel keenly ou the subject. We do 
not object to innovation ; we do not 
desire to throw obstacles in the way of 
reform; but we would nevertheless 
advise Mr. Hounessy, before taking his 
next step, to be careful to ascertain the 
principles and reasons upon which 
existing institutions have been founded. 





‘MR, OLIPHANT’S CASE. 


Oxp Shanghai residents, who remember 
the chief actor in the transactions when 
he was a member of our community, 
will read with considerable intoresi 
aud attention the articles on “the dis. 
missal of Mr, Olipkani” whieh occupy 
80 Inrge © space in the Indian papers 
recently at hand. In few words, the | 
case appears to be this. Some tv 
ago Sir Salar Jung went to 

to prosecute certain claims which he 
had against the British Government, 
the main point about which he was 
anxious being the transfer of Berar to 
tho Hyderabad Government. ‘Thoro 
geoms no reason to doubt that Lord 
Salisbury gave him a written anthor- 
ization or empowerment to arge th 

demand on the Viceroy and Cor: 
his return to India,  Belie 
this document was sufficient and sati 
factory, Sir Salar quitted Bugiaud and, 
nothing doubting, presented a carefally 
prepared note urging his demands, at 
the great assemblage at Delli. If 
there is a flaw in Sir Salar’s case, we 
suspect, though there is uo ovidenco on 
the subject, that it may. be found to be 
connected with the time and manner of 
this presentation of his claim. Still, 
wo frankly confoss that no impropriety 
has beein hitherto alleged in this respect, 
and we aro perhaps going beyond what 
is written in suspecting anything out 
of order. But the next step in the 
proceedings is so inexplicable that wo 
look ‘narrowly for a motive justifying 
the action of the Government; for they 
indignantly refuse the note of Sir Salar 
and ignore the recommendation of 
Lord Salisbury, who, as the Indinn- 
statesman conceived, had supported his 
claims and was pledged to secure the 
gratification of his wishes. Now, Mr. 
Arthur Oliphaut Lad aecompanied Sir 
Salar Jung to England, as somo of our 
readers will recollect, in the eapacity of 
Secretary. He had been acquainted 
with all tho circumstances from the 
very beginning. Hoe knew that the 
olaims of his patron bad been acknow- 
ledged by the Secretary of Stato for 
India, and he knew also how cruel 
and utterly unexpected a rebuff he had 

















| intriguers against ourselves, 


then, could be more natural than for ! 
‘Mi. Oliphant to endeavour by tongue 
and pen to obtein justice from the 
power that had acted, as it seemed to 
him, so capriciously and illegally. He 
memorialized, and wrote in influential 
journals and brought all his powers 
to bear upon the matter, and as 
the result proves he was discovered 
to have rather a formidable pen. 
At all events he bas succeeded in 
most thoroughly exasperating the 
Government, for, though holding an 
office under a native of such high 
rank as Sir Salar, tho Indian Foreign 
Office have dismissed the too active 
Secretary. ‘Tho cuse is of conrso a very 
remarkable one, and is exciting the 
warmest interest in Indian political 
society. Tho Press are agreed in con- 
demning the action of the Government, 
for by dismissing Mr. Oliphant they 
have acted perhaps according to the 
lettor, but andoubtedly against the 
spirit, of the law. It seoms that an 
old treaty empowered the Government 
to exelnde Europeans from the Nizam’s 
employ ; but this old treaty stipulation 
was directed from first to last against the 
eraployment by the Prince of foreign 
In effect, 
a provision originally intended to check 
the employment of traitors and spies 
of the type of Sir Walter Scott's 
“Richard Middlemas,” has beon used 
to deprive a great native statesman of 
tho uid of an upright and able servant, 
utterly incapable of doing anything 
likely to imperil British interests. 

This is the view which the Indian 
Press tues of a very remarkable pro- 
ceeding. " We are not in a position 
to take side, and are perfectly 
prepared to learn that some reasons 
at present hidden from us may be 
brought forward to justify the action 
of the Foreign Office. We are not 
prepared to denounce tho Government 
of Lord Lytton, and to accuse him, as 
some of the opposition papers do, of 
inaugurating an “Asiatic” policy in 
in India, whatever that may mean 
(for on the face of it, it would almost 


seom to be the right policy); but |, 


we still hope that the matter will be 
cleared up. Hitherto, Sir Salar Jung 
has deserved well of the British Gov. 
ernment ;and it is strange to find Lord 
Lytton, who has been hitherto accused 
of championing the natives against the 
English, suddenly treating with such 
sharp disfavour a native of the first 
consideration. It may be impossible 
at the present crisis to transfer the 
Borars to the Hyderabad Government. 
‘We know that these are very difficalt 
times, Russian intrigue is extending a 
net-work over the North-west prov- 
ices, and the Government may bave 
good reason for delaying the gratifica- 
tion of Sir Salar’s wishes. Still, it is 
unfortunate for Mr. Oliphant, that he 
should be a victim of their policy. 











received from the Viceroy. Nothing, 


@Outporis. 


PEKING. 

‘The month. of December has been un- 
usually cold, with no fall of either snow or 
; but in the south of Chihli, moisture, 
reported, has been abundant, Accord- 
ing to the latest news from the province of 
Honan, the number of persons in need of 
relief was between six and seven millions, 

The Peking Gazette of tho 14th December 
contains a decree removing from office and 
degrading by three steps the Governor of 
the province of Honan, Li K’ing-ngao, and 
cashiering the Licutenant-Governor and 
Financial Commissioner, Liu Ts'i-hien, on 
account of the charge established against 
them of suppressing at the outset the 
reports of the local authorities respecting 
the famine.—Wo remarked very recently, 
when publishing an earlier decree in 
reference to certain charges against these 
officials, that the verdict seemed rather to 
savour of “don't do it again ;” and it would 
seem that tho accusers have now pressed 
the matter so that they cannot longer be 
shielded. 

‘A number of changes have taken placo 
among the Chinese provincial authorities, 
in consequence. Tn Tsung-ying, who was 
Taotai at Shanghai in 1870, subsequently 
Licutenant-Governor of Hunan, and pro- 
motedin 1876tothe Governorship of Kwang- 
si, is transferred to Honan, and succeeded in 
the office he vacates by his chief subordinate, 
Yang Chung-ya. ‘The Licutenant-Governor- 
ship of Kwangsi thus vacated, is filled by 
the promotion of the Judicial Commissioner 
of this province, Léh Fang-k'i, and the 
latter is succeeded on promotion by Kung 
Yih-t'u, who has been since 1870 Taotai at 
Chefoo, He is well-spoken of by foreignors, 
One of the senior clerks of the Yamén of 
Foreign Affairs at Peking, Fang Ju-yih by 
name, is appointed to the Taotaiship at 
Chefoo. 

We understand that, in answer to an 
enguiry from the Foreign Ministers, tho 
Chinese Government has very bluntly 
stated its determination to have nothin; 
to do with a Mint or a civili: of 
currency. ‘The Viceroy at Nanking and all 
the provincial Governments are said—as is 
only natural—to have pronounced strongly 
against any such pestilential i2ea3j and the 
silver—if not golden—anticipations cher- 
ished in certain quarters, are consequently 
disappointed, 




















WENCHOW, 

Winter, after a severe struggle and con- 
siderable rain flow, seems to have gained 
the ascendency, and in consequence fires 
ecome more than luxuries. Of stirring 
incidents, we have nothing new to report, 
The ‘wood case” referred to in my last 
communication, has (on account of the 
unwillingness of the native officials to enter 
on a matter likely to be compromising) 
been remitted to the German Consul at 
Shanghai, for any further action that he 
may now think necessary, 

We may mention that attempts have 
been made to get at the native witness, 
even to the extent of sending a posse of 
| police to take him out of the foreigh hong 
in which he has taken refuge ; but dn the 
foreigner declining to give him up except 
in obedience to a warrant, backed as by 
treaty provided, the constables withdrew. 
I understand that counter-charges have 
been drawn up against the unhappy in- 
dividual. Report. fixes the number of 
these at seven. From the same source 
we hear that the charges are now said 
to comprehend offences unconnected with 
the wood affair, and not relating to for- 
cigners. As, however, the first acousa- 
tions were (we have ‘every reason for 
believing) to the effect that after sellin, 
this wood to a foreigner, he had attempted 





to smuggle it on the purchaser's behalf, 
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and that this charge was only allowed to 
drop on the discovery that perhaps the 
difficulty of proving a man guilty of smug- 
gling that for which no duty was leviable 
might be great, I am inclined to think 
possible that the after-thought indictment 
may, in spite of assertions to the contrary, 
have some relation to the point at issue 
with foreigners. 

However, the man still remains in the 
hong, and ‘if only a third of the threats 
made against him are capable of being 
carried out, I should strongly advise his 
continuing to do so. 

Something in the same line, though not 
so tangible, occurred the other day, when 
the lekin officers went to anative merchant's 
shop in the city, and overhauling his books 
discovered that he had made some purchases 
of a foreigner. Upon which they quietly 
observed that, as these goods had been 
obtained from a foreign source, it was prob- 
able they had evaded the vigilance of the 
lekin officers, snd thereupon inflicted and 
obtained an exceedingly heavy fine. 

‘This has occasioned a little stir in the 
Chinese mercantile breast, and there is 
serious talk of their forming themselves 
into a guild ; for, as they somewhat signifi- 
cantly remark,’ ‘direct intercourse with 
foreigners seems to rouse prejudices in tins 
minds of the Wénchow officials against 
individuals so engaging; that as in most 
things “union is strength,” so the guild 
thus formed would present a body more 
capable of resisting the forces which can be 
0 effectively brought to bear against soli- 
tary persons, Nor do they scruple to 
openly state asa further inducement, the 
probability that in a year or so, under the 

juise of farming, some arrangement may 
Ge made betwoon themselves and the {ekin 
officials which, though certainly not likely 
to be of any benefit to the revenue, may be 
adjusted in a way to suit the interests aud 
even prejudices of the contracting parties. 
Brought in immediate contact as we aro 
with these workings of the Chinese mind, 
the memorial to Lord Derby in favour of 
‘the Chefoo Convention, and the letter of 
the Secretary of the Anti-Opium Alliance 
to the newspapers, struck us as being some- 
what peculiar, and we might even say 
scarcely warranted by the facts. 

‘Far be it from me to insinuate that any 
of the respected and respectable signataries 
to either document would wilfully lend 
themselves to that which they knew to be 
untiue, or ald in propagating a. fae im. 

ression ; still, it must be admitted that 

oth memorial and letter maybe charged 
with presenting the suggestio falsi and ex- 
hibiting instances of suppressio veri. The 
great point attempted to be established in 
the memorial is the assertion that the 
duty levied by the Chinese on foreign 
produce is a just and reasonable one, 
and by no means exceeding or perhaps 
equalling that imposed by other nations, 

fow, from the general tenour of the re- 
marks, it would seem that the Customs 
tari’ ‘has been brought forward as the 
Dasis for the statement, and, except as bear- 
ing on opium, lekin almost entirely kept in 
the hackground, This last would appear to 
point to the same influences as prompting 
both appeals. 

‘Now, I fancy no one does or would say 
that the Customs imposts, as a whole, are 
other than may be fairly demanded. ‘That 
they are equitably levied through one of 
the most perfestly organized systems to be 

ly 











met with anywhere, I assume most people 
in China will readily admit; and, whilst 
doing so, most heartily wish that the transit 
dues were—as provided by treaty—solely 
collected through the same medium. Writ- 
ing in China, and from Wénchow, it is 
‘unnecessary to point out how very different 
athing “lekin® is, how very opposite its 
purposes, and how markedly the corrup- 
tion surrounding its collection stands out, 
when compared to the almost perfect 
system that has been degraded into cover- 
ing the iniquity against which foreigners 











ery ont. ‘The one,’ governed with un- 
impeachable integrity and guided by 
prominent intellect, really adding to the 
revenues of the country and to some 
extent benefitting the nation ; the other, 
ruled by dishonesty and. purely personal 
interests, is- worked by lowest cunning 
and bigoted spite, and though only 
adding fo the incomes of a comparative 
few, presses sorely on the general public. 
‘It may no doubt be convenient to dwell on 
the excellence of the one whilst seeking to 
hide the vices of the other ; but knowing as 
we in China do the true state of affairs, the 
analogy certainly seems inappropriate and 
very likely to mislead those not similarly 
informed. Who can say what lekin is 
levied, or fix the amount beyond which it 
never goes? We know thatin certain places 
‘and under certain officials it averages from 7 
to 10 per cent. ad ralorem ; but we also know 
that as there is no limit to the amount facil- 
ity of imposition, secresy of personal appro- 
riation, and a gratification of spleen or 
jigotry may inflict ; so also are we aware 
that all these conditions, though subservient 
to the will or ability of the person or 
jersons engaged, and therefore interested, 
in the collection, are capable of fulfilment 
and are fulfilled in a way doubtless un- 
known either to the memorialists or the 
Secretary of the A.-O. Alliance. - It is 
absurd to quote any published tariffs ; auda- 
cions as these are, they may be either 
exceeded or reduced as the object to be 
served and the power to enforce permits. 
‘This last is often secured by a union with 
a select number of commercial participants, 
the numerical strength of whom is not 
sufficient to materially diminish the indi 
vidual share of the plunder, whilst it is 
all potent in bringing about the desired 
end, to the disastrous exclusion of those 
~st comprehended in the “ring.” Equally 
riaiculous is it to speak of protest or 
‘action before the tribunals appointed. 
Suppose, in a rare instance, as the one lately 
met with here, you did occasionally get a 
native willing to sacrifice his future pros- 
pects, and (it might be) his life—the 
well-known resources of collusion, perjury, 
and subornation would so complicate the 
matter that, unless the legal form was 
abandoned, but little else than vexation 
of mind would be the result. The foreign 
plaintiff is too heavily weighted. Ifhe were 
wicked enough (and perhaps there may be 
‘a comparative few who would not hesitate 
to adopt reciprocatory measures) he would 
be easily detected ; whereas in the mass of 
Chinese and from the depths of China the 
effort to detect the sinning native would 
indeed be hopeless, to say nothing of the 
higher influences which would aid in shelter- 
ing him. The: two systems of judicial 
investigation are so diametrically opposed, 
and based on such opposite foundations, 
that any attempt at an alliance, or, as they 
ave techincally termed, mixture, is im- 
practicable where the interests of those 
under whose arbitrary direc:ion the one 
system is worked, are in any way involved. 
‘The process that assumes truth until lying 
is proved, and innocence where guilt is not 
established, assorts ill with that where the 
very converse obtains ; and the forms of the 
one only offer facilities for the corrupt 
displays of the other. - 
When accusing foreigners of being hard 
on the Chinese, it would seemas though an 
attempt had been made to play ona very 
old string without consideration as to 
whether the reality warranted the hypo- 
thesis. The good folks at home, in’ the 
plenitude of their truly British benevolence 
‘and Christian feeling, which boisterously 



















































expends itself on any other than their | 


fellow countrymen, whether heathen or 
savage, and with more zest as it affords 
opportunity for depreciating their nationals, 
would appear to ignore the fact that the 
natives of China, no Jess morally then politi- 
cally may bedivided into twoclasses—theone 
comprehending the officials, the other the 
governed. Now this distinction is of some 





importance, especially as most.of the public 
formation obtained in England regarding 
the Chinese comes from persons brought 
solely in contact with the non-cificiai class. 
fancy no impartial person will deny to 
the laiter very many excellent qualities, 
and a very reziarkable freedom from intui- 
tive vice. I mean of course in their rela- 
tionship to ons another ; for they have been 
so deceived and excited by their rulers as to 
foreigners, that it would be scatcely fair to 
quote those peculiarities sometimes to be ob- 
served in their intercourse with us as being 
‘common to the native character. Tn reading 
that interesting little work, “China and the 
Chinese,” I was struck by the expression 
that, on conversion, the Chinese are not 
overcome by conscious guilt, “not feeling 
thet they are sinners to the same extent 
and degree as we do, simply beaause they 
ave not.” Now, without entering into the 
connexion which has called forth the re- 
marks from the Rev, writer, I submit that 
this accords with our Imowledge of the 
Chinaman’s general moral standing, and 
that they do on the whole compare favour- 
ably with Westerns. Heinous crime is 
very rare; thieving is not common, and 
they exercise benevolence one to another 
to an extent that is certainly remarkable, 
They certainly, however, do not regard 
lying in the same light that we do, but 
amongst themselves this is so well under- 
stood that many of its worst effects are 
warded off or rendered least harmful. 
We only permit a similar disregard 0 
truth, and are perfectly understood to 
do so, in minor conventional matters such 
as making statements as to our joy at hear- 
ing of the birth of some one’s cousin, our 
ef at the death of his grandmother, our 
jnevolent submission to loss in trade for 
the benefit of the purchaser, &e., &o, All 
this is known to have a certain’ meaning, 
and, therefore, does in fact bear that inter- 
pretation. ‘The Chinese greatly extend 
this habit, and in fact in most things con 
sider politeness and expediency rather than. 
accuracy of statement; but then, they too 
have their points of honour, and very 
strong ones, ¢g., after conclusion of a 
bargain, though only verbal, a Chinaman is 
seldom known to break his agreement, and 
many other instances could be quoted in 
amelioration of the gravest failing shown 
by Celestials. ‘They are docile, hospitable, 
aid, when free from official promptings an 
deceptions, kindly and generous ; no hedge 
bristles with, blunderbusses, and no wife is 
roasted or kicked to death. But if this 
be true of the people, what shallwe say of 
the officials? All that bad in other 
nations, all the evil lacking in the governed 
classes here appears to have been con- 
seiesiel, in the Ape and their offices. 
heir very existence depends on the grossest 
iyreuny and unlimited unserupulouaness, 
Es rson or thing that is likely to 
‘heir despotic supremacy, that, by 
wn eating the condition of the people, 
or syening their eyes, is likely to 
ay end to the monopoly of corup- 
tion—I say, all that is good or benefii 
because it is hostile to all that is bad 
snd detrimental, is an object of hatred to 
them. It may be asked how, if the 
people are so good, do the officials, drawn 
from amongst them, become so bad? ‘The 
reply is simple; no one can become an 
official until he’ has specially studied and 
proved himself to have studied the code of 
iniquity which governs yamén life, and on 
the strict observance of which the very 
essence of that life depends. Brought into 
contact with the peosle, we find them 
auxious and delighted tv deal with us, We 
see our connexion resulting in a genoral 
and immediate increase of prosperity in the 
neighbourhood visited by foreigners ; but, 
then, how soon does the official element 
step in and mar this; how directly can 
every untoward occurrence, every interrup- 
tion to the harmony of intercourse, 
traced to official jealousy, bigotry, and 








































arrogance, Could the people as a body be 
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allowed free expression of their ideas as to 
the rules, which should govern them in 
their relationship to foreigners, I fancy 
there is not @ man who has been a year in 
China would decline to submit to their 
judgment. Their interests and ours are 
too closely allied: the official greed for 
power and cravings for spoil are too opposed 
to civilization for us ever to be other than 
benefited by popular will, or impeded, and, 
if possible, crushed by official inclination. 
The central authorities being brought into 
forced contact with other Powers, and also 
possessed of certain personal qualities, may 

e and perhaps are more enlightened, and, 
therefore, less open to the censure applic” 
able to the officers in other parts of the 
Empire. It is even possible that the will 
to improve and progress is great at Pekin; 
but the power is palpably lacking, and must 
ever be wanting so long as the relationship 
with the tributary dependencies is some- 
what similar to that, though not possessed 
of quite as much power, existing between a 
large commercial firm and its independent 
agencies. 

‘Touching the opium question, I do not 
suppose the amount of lekin imposed on 
the drug has ever caused very much 
outery, or at any rate this particular form 
of tax has not appeared to have received 
the same notice, nor is it really of the 
game importance as that levied on other 
foreign articles of import. The direct 
opium trade is now-a-days confined, in 
‘ina at least, to but one or two's and 
although no just or even accurately senti- 
mental reason has beon given as yet for the 
suppression of the trade, still, if with a 
return of the great magnanimity which the 
Chinese profess to expect, they were to 
throw open the country and thus give a 

rid pro quo for what they ask of us, 
fam inclined to think that ina. short 
time the general British trade would be 
benefitted, and. even those few individuals 
directly affected might find other openings 
equally rermunerative for developing their 
Capltal and enterpriev. 

ut the Indian Government will have 
most to say about this matter, and I do not 
think they are likely to treat it lightly. 
It is charmingly entertaining to read the 
arguments in favour of the suppression. I 
cannot believe that a person professing to 
be so well posted as the Secretary of the 
Anti-Opium Alliance can be ignorant of 
the amount of native drug cultivated in 
China ; but there is one thing of which he 
ossibly may be ignorant, and once more 
foreigners shall draw their eniightenment 
from Weénchow. Hear and ponder, then, 
Oh! ye humanitarians, and believers in the 
Chinese wish to get rid of Opium. On 
arrival at Wénchow—mind you, a new 
port, previously however in free communi- 
‘cation with Ningpo, where large quantities 
of foreign Opium are imported—we found 
the native drug cultivated all roundanddown 
the province to the eastward of this river. 
But what think you? The drug grown here 
is specially good and tho cultivators especi- 
ally expert. It therefore competes most 
favourebly with the foreign article, and has 
hitherto succeeded in almost excluding it. 
‘The growth of the poppy is to be diligently 
pursued, so say the natives, until the rest of 
the province has ben brought undercultiva- 
tion ;and then, Mfr. Secretary, rejoice and be 
jlad, for Ningpo will probably import much 
less noxious Malwa. The cultivation of 
the poppy in China does not seem to inter- 
fere with the other cops, and is certainly a 
very great ornamentto them. Then, seeing 
that the return is so enormous, the wily 
husbandman is not unwilling to spare the 
little ground on which the plants stand. 
And can it be seriously believed that the 
Government of China, if willing, could 
prevent, or is really willing to put down, 
the growth of the soporific plant? Oh, 
surely not. Surely everyone knows that 
nominally the growth has been for long 
prohibited ; but that it affords too great 
an opporiunity for the local officials to 

















raise occasional drafts, and, therefore, 
is as carefully winked at. Doubtless an- 
other proclamation would be issued from 
Peking ; equally surely would it be posted 
as directed; and joyfully certain is it that 
the Mandarins throughout the land would 
thus have a righteous excuse for increasing 
their squeezes, If the Anti-Opium Alliance 
be successful in driving out the foreign 
drug, they will certainly deserve official 
gratitude also. The people, officials and 
others, «will have opitim, they will die as 
readily in resisting its suppression as they 
are now willing sacrifices to its use. The 
Central Government is utterly, entirely, 
powerless, and will never make any 
attempt against it, In matters likely to 
rouse the masses, no Government is more 
tender than that’ of Peking. 

The German lorcha Chang An arrived 
here the other day, bringing on our heavy 
mails. She leaves on or about New-Year's 
day, taking with her some Customs officers, 





FOOCHOW. 


The Foochow Herald mentions with much 
regret that Mr. John Forster has been 
compelled to leave China through ill-health. 
Prior to his departure, Mr. Forster, with 
characteristic generosity, made a free gift 
to the Trustees of the Foochow Native 
Hospital, of his old hong on Chang-chow 
island, on the sole condition that it 
shall not be used for other than hospital 
purposes, ‘This handsome donation is a 
timely ono, while as rogards the site of 
the building none better could be found, 
as it is onthe high road to the City.— 
‘The weather during the past week has been 
more in keeping with the season, es beyond 
a fow occasional showers thers has been 
nothing to complain of. Under these im- 
proved conditions, it is only natural that 
the spirits of the “Camp” community 
should have enange from the slough of 
despond into which they were thrown by 
the singularly obstructive conduct of that 
capricious ‘personage—the Clerk of the 
Weather. There is no longer any talk 
of postponing the race meeting, and the 
course, though still rather swampy at the 
Foochow Road corner, is getting into 
better “going” order. ‘One of the favor- 
ite griffins died a few days ago, rather un- 
expectedly. ‘The owner is really deserving 
of sympathy, as the deceased Mongol was 
undoubtedly’ the finest “Saint” in his 
calendar. Mr. St. Andrew's team has 
arrived, and is reported to be in grand con- 
dition; it includes a Sunbeam which, 
the Herald understands, promises to eclipse 
all the other glories in the second event of 
the first day. Blue and scarlet are favour- 
ite colours for ye Maidens.—From the Tar- 
tar Camp, thé Herald leams tha: a large 
wolf was shot within ten minutes walk of 
tho Kwang-ting. Three native sportsmen, 
armed with matchlocks and an old musket, 
jucceeded in terminating the beast’s maraud- 
ing career. 

‘a.—Transactions have been on the 
smallest scale, at unchanged rates. Nearly 
1,000 chests of Cougou arrived from the 
country during the week, and about 
2,000 chests remain on offer. ‘The direct 
export to Europe and Australia is now 
closed. The s.s. Gordon Castle (now under 
despatch) will take the last cargo of the 
season for New York, vit Amoy. 























axfor. 


In the absence of any political or other 
public topic of importance, I write to give 
you the news of a storm in the peaceful 
atmosphere of the Amoy Church, which is 
exereising everyone just now. Don't beun- 
duly excited; ‘it is no dreadful scandal, no 
carnal backsliding on the part of one of 
the brethren, nothing more than the sudden 
reeal of one of the ablest if not the ablest 
Missionary here—oneMr. Dukes—whomyou 





may have seen up at the Conference—by the 





Board at home ; but in that he happona to 
be a man who has won a certain respect 
from the community, for he preaches 
eloquent and thoughtful sermons one can 
listen to, and does do some Missionary work 
in the country round, we are all very angry 
and indignant at his being so suddenly 
taken away. His crime is a secret, but there 
isnodoubt thereis nojustcomplaintto make. 
Some say he refused to excommunicate 
two old women who could not walk five 
miles every Sunday to attend the Mission 
Chapel; some say he was once seen at a 
croquet party ; some say one thing, some 


another ; but the most serious charge I 


real | have heard is that, in a letter to the Board, 


he cast doubts on the veracity of the mis: 
sionary reports ; that he challenged the 
number of conversions, and questioned both 





the quality and sincerity of the converts 
that he disbetieved the pretty ble stori 
rs 


aged men coming to beg for the bread 
of life, opining that their real petition was 
for some cash to get rice; that he denied 
that the country people flocked round the 
missionaries, thirsting for the blessed truth, 
declaring it seemed to him that the mobs 
they met were rather attracted by his 
hooked nose and luxuriant beard ; that he 
suggested missionaries should tell the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
and expressed tolerably strongly his opinion 
that the publication of the present order 
of highly-coloured Missionary Reports was 
an obtaining money under false pretences, 

If this be true, if he has done this, hi 
sin is indeed unpardonable ; for it cuts 
the root and very foundation of the Mi 
sionary churches, ‘To Nonconformists i 
ould matter litle what his opinions might 
be on the leading dogmas of the Church. 
Vague allusion to the Blessed Word will 
cover every interpretation of, or view 

ing, the Books we hold’ inspired ; 
denunciation of Romanism and opium and 
the licentions lives of foreigners living in 
the East, cover the laxest or most super- 
stitious views ; but doubt of the Missionary 
Reports, suspicion that they could be ques- 
tioned once allowed to get abroad would 
check that steady flow of coppers, sixpences, 
and guineas which make the two great Mis- 
sionary Societies, the London Mission and 
the Church Mission, two of the wealthiest 
corporations in. England. Tf it be true 
that he has done this, he is indeed anathema, 

Tam sorry for it, for he waa to all seem- 
ing a good honest man, believing what he 
preached, possessing considerable culture, 
and exercising a most useful influence over 
both Chinese and Europeans ; checking 
those inclined to scoff, both by the weight 
of argument and by the greater weight of 
blameless life ; leading men to think by ever 
suggesting and following out for them new 
trains of thought, and often persuading by 
kindly Christian eloquence those who would 
have been repelled by the canting formal- 
ism or vulgar ignorant assumption too 
often found in Missionary pulpits. But 
the Board are doubtless right, for the 
Missionary must have Faith in his Society, 
and that it would seem he had not ; and 
devotion to its interest, and charity to 
utter blindness to its faults, 

So he has gone. ‘The community wished 
to retain him specially to conduct the 
weekly services, and the native converts 
offered to themselves pay his salary ; but 
had he stayed he must have defied the 
Board and caused a scandal, and moreover 
made a schism in the native church, every 
member of which would have followed. 

So, preferring to submit and refusing. to 
enter into the story of his wrongs, he 
obeyed the order without demur, and has 
Jett carrying with him a testimony to his 
worth signed by all classes of the com- 
munity, accompanied by a slight token of 
a more substantial nature, of their regard ; 
and the community are left wrathful and 


indignant. 
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HONGKONG. 


The 28th Regiment is to leave shortly 
for Singapore, and will be relieved by the 
[4th Highlanders, —A special session of the 
Supreme Court is to be had, to iry the 
engineers of the Yesso.—A Court-martial 
has been held on board of H.M.S. Victor 
Emanuel, on Thomas Skedge, able seaman 
on H.M.8, Growler, for insubordination to 
his superior officer on the 12th November, 
on his ship. The prisoner pleaded guilty, 

- and was sentenced to two years’ hard labour, 
the first seven days in each mouth to be 

kept in solitary confinement. i 

‘The China Mail says rice is getting 
scarcer every day, and is rising in price 
proportionately.” Those, who ean afford it 

ave nid in a stock in anticipation of 

exhausted prices. ‘The unseasonably warm 
temperature at this time of the year is 
Jooked upon with apprehension, as it is 
feared that the delayed cold weather may 
break in ata time when the young riceplants 
are shooting aboveground.—The same paper 
says tho str, Douglas has taken an Iron Cattle 
Sugar mill for the Swatow district,—the 
first mill of British manufacture which, so far 
as it knows, has ever been introduced into 
China, Tt Was made and sent out by the 
well-known makers of sugar machinery, 
Messrs. W. & A. McOnie & Co. of Glas 
gow, to try and convince the Chinese 
planters of its superiority over the primi- 
tive wooden mills hitherto used by them. 
‘The mill was in charge of the manager of 
the Sugar Refinery at East Point, the 
agent of Messrs. McOnie & Co., and it is 
to be worked by Choa-too-soon of Cheang- 
hoi near Swatow. 

The Daily Press says the New-Year was 
ushered in with the usual rejoicings. ‘The 
bells of St. John’s Cathedral were rung, 
and those of most of the ships in harbour 
were set going, while crackers and rockets 
wore lot off in’ great numbers. A bonfire 
was kindled in Hollywood-road ‘by some 
persons, which continued burning for a 
considerable time in the contre of the road ; 
wwoshould like to know, with regard to this, 
where were the police. Somo of the rockets 
sent up from the, ships were, very fine 
while the blue lights burnt on board the 
Gaelic lit up the water for a large space. 
‘Phe decorations of the river steamer Ichang 
wwere particularly good. She was illumi- 
nated from stem to stern with Chinese 
Ianterns, and on each side of the paddle- 
box were the words in evergreens :— 
“A Merry Christmas and a Happy New- 
Year,” In front ofthe bridge was the motto, 
also formed by evergreens, “Happiness and 
Prosperity.” Her masts and ‘wal 
beam” were decorated with flags and evei 
greens. Several ships in harbour wero de- 
corated with bunting on New-Year's Day. 
‘The day was observed as a holiday by all the 
residents, and though the weather was very 
unfavourable early in the day, several pi 
nics and outdoor: parties wete organized. 
‘The unseasunuble warmth was, liowever, 
a great drawback to open aiv amusements. 
—On Now-Year morning the British bark 
dessie Jamieson, Captain G. West, arrived 



























from Cardiff with coal, five months and | 


seventeen days out, with a part of her evewy 
suffering from scurry. On the sume after 
noon Charles Schmidt, native of Holland ; 
Nasbie Cazemer, native of ¥ 
Roobladisje, native of Copl 
Perez, native of Gibraltar, able seamen, 
admitted th the Government Civil Hos; 
There are two of the men on board now 
suffering from the same complaint. Selanidt 
* died the siext morning, and an inquest was 
opened tle saine day and adjourned. 

The Daily Press says all the docks now 
.seem to have plenty of work. The West 
Point Patent Slip and Dock Company have 
both slips fully occupied, and four vessels 
are lying off waiting to go on. They are 
also building a revenue cruiser for the 
Chinese Customs.—A one-day cricket match 
between the Club and the Fleet has been 
won by the latter:—The Mail understands 


























‘rance ; Reuben | 
and Joseph | 


that the Audacious is likely to go north in! 
afew days.—A tug-of-war was pulled on 
the compound of the Central Police Station 
between twelve of the constables who 
lately arrived from Scotland and twelve of 
the old hands. ‘The match was very evenly 
contested, and after a hard struggle the 
new hands were victorious. The total 
weight of the victors was 75 Ibs. in excess 
of that of their rivals —The maximum tem- 
perature at the Peak during the past week, 
as recorded in Saturday's Gazette, was 57.0, 
the minimum 43.0; at the Harbour-Mas- 
ter’s office, Praya West, the maximum was 
66.0 and the minimun 50.0. No rain fell 
during the wee 








salgox. 

In their commercial report, dated the 
26th ultimo, Messrs. Belire and Co. write : 
—Old grain has now disappeared entirely 


from the market. Supplies of new Rico, 
although gradually inereasing are still 
barely” sufiiciently to cover immediate re- 
quirements. Considerable contracts have 
been made, chiefly by Cantonese, for delivery 
in January, February, and March next, and 
the quantities sold are estimated at about 
half a million of piculs. A fair demand 
continues, and values, which a few days 
ago had assumed a drooping tendency, are 
now much firmer again, especially for ready 
in. The latter we quote at $2.26 to 
E40 per picul; the rate for delivery in 
a month would be abont $2.18, and for 
delivery in three months $2 per picul, but 
dealers aro chary to contract at all just. at 
resent.  Mill-dressed Rice, No. 1, $3.70. 
No. 2, $210 nominal. No. transactions 
have transpired, the present high range of 
prices being preventive of business. 








MANIEA. 
Manila papers say that another dividend 


of 8 per ‘cent. in the estate of ‘Messrs 
Russell and Sturgis will be disteibuted, and 
this, together with what las previously 
been paid, amounts to 25 per cent. The 
total dividend, it is hoped, will exceed 40 
per cent., as there are yet important prop- 
erties to be disposed of. 





NAGASAKI. 
Sinn says that on the 23rd, 
and 24th Dee., Nagasaki was visited by 
two ‘iather severe earthquakes, occurring 
about the same time ou cach day. ‘The first 
was experienced abont eleven o'clock, while 
Divine Service was being held, and several 
of those present exhibited so’ much alarm 
re was made for the door. On 
the following day, about the same hour, 
another shock was experienced, and though 
severe than that of the previous d 
s nevertheless of a sufficiently alarming 
nature to frighten those who had 
perienced the sensation for the first time. 
These shocks, as we reported yesterday, 
were supplemented by what is represented 
ry strong earthquake,” at 7 p.m.y 
nd instant.—The Russian men-of- 









































on the 





iy Their stay 
extend over a week or 
will proceed to 





anese frig: ‘ 
to start on a voyage te Europe. 
She is manned entirel Japanese, and 
fis the first vessel built in the country 
which has attempted the voyage.—The 
Tenkudalan left on the 20th uit. for 
alia. ‘This man-of-war last year 
visited America and England, return- 
ing safely with her erew.—On the 3ist 
ult, a fire occurred at the Kencho, 
which might have resulted in very 
serious damage tothe building. It appears 
that a stove-pipe which passes from one 














room to another must have become dié- 
arranged by the earthquake of thé preced- 
ing day, and fire was seen to issue from the 
upper windows. Considerable excitement 
prevailed, and the furniture contained in 
the rooms of the second storey was thrown 
out of the windows, and a grent deal of it 
was destroyed in the well-meant efforts of 
those who, fearing the entire destruction of 
the building overrated the extent of the 
mischief.—The day of publication of the 
Rising Sun has been changed from Satur- 
day to Wednesday, in consequence of the 
now paper, The Kishin Times, being adver- 
tised to be published on the former day. 

‘The Cosmopolitan Press says two new 
mines, one of silver and the other of copper, 
have lately been discovered in the ken of 
Ishikawa." It is to be hoped that they will 
be utilized, and that this hidden wealth may 
be of service to the country. 





uI060. 

The News says private advices from 
Kagoshima confirm the reports in the Nippo 
as to the returning prosperity of thet town 
and district. A correspondent says that 
the recovery from the ruined state in which 
the rebellion left it, is rapid, and that there 
are already several stores where any or- 
dinary foreign articles can be btained. 
‘The graves of Saigo and others were being 
well taken care of, and women were seen 
placing flowers upon them. The people 
were gradually returning, and altogether 
the place may be said to'be quite lively, 
considering the circumstances. From an- 
other source the News has heard that the 
well considered and generous manner in 
which the Government is treating all 
those who suffered from the war, irrespec- 
tive of their political sympathies, is having, 
as it deserves, a most excellent effect.— 
A translation from the Osaka Nippo says 
that a reat improvement has been made 
in the legislation which concerns the es- 
tablishment of native Banks, which appears 
to be the leading mania amongst, the 
the Japanese at present. The Minister 
of Finance will now have direct control 
over both the establishment of these Banks 
and their issues of paper. The only 
wonder is that some some check of the 
kind was not instituted long ago.—The 
first of the series of games at foot. ball, 
“Mr. Sim's team cersus Mr. Gubbins’ 
team,” hes been played, and resulted in 
favour of Mr. Sim's teain by one goal to 
nothing.—The Osaka correspondent. uf the 
News says Osaka is coming out in the 
ship-bnilding line strongly. A sailing ves- 
sel has heen built on the Kidsugawa, and 
as left for Hiogo, which was by far the 
largest ever built here. She was launched 
abouta week ago, and a foreigner describes 
her as being very broad in the beam, 34 
fet; as having good lines, but as being 
better adapted for carrying a large cargo 
than for speed. She did not appear to be 
very strongly built; her tonnage is 
about 500 tons; she is copper fastened. 
Near her stocks no less than four steamers 
are being built; one of them has the 
engines of the old Pallovug and an indiffer- 
ent looking boiler to bout. “The corres 
pondent wonders whether the Japanese 
authorities will take warning by the avvful 
slaughter which took place at Hongkong 
the other day; and organize a system of 
boiler inspection. He recommends the 
authorities to looks after a piece of patch- 
work intended to do duty fora boiler, which 
is, or was very lately, to be seen on the 
premises of anative blacksmith, within gun- 
shot of the Governor's residence. In this 
infernal machine—as it probably will 
prove to be—the old man-hole is covered 
with a patch, whilst another plate is not 
much bigger than a sheet of foolscap.— 
The manufacture of kerosene lamps in 
Osaka is daily increasing in importance, 
and the ambition of the native artisans is 
continually taking higher flights. The 
making of pocket-books with metallic clasps 
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in also now quite a flourishing trade. ‘The 
manufacture of enamelled iron “hollow- 
are” doos not seem to have met with 
much encouragement, probably because 
molallic twang about the taste of their food 
is not thought worthy of notice by the 
Jower class natives.—The season, so far, 
has been a mild one; plum trees are in 
bloom, and in the garden of the French 
Mission there were, on the 20th Dec., peas 
over three feet in height and full of blossom. 
—The Osaka Nippo says, at an expense of yen 
3,900, a machine for boring rocks by the 
force of (compressed) air has been placed 
in the Kosaku Kioku in Tokio. During a 
trial it bored in ten minutes a hole 2 feet 
G inches deep in Idsu stone. The machine 
can be freely worked by making use of long 
or short India-rubber piping.—A snake, 17 
or 18 feet long and 3 feet in circumference, 
has been caught alive in a cave in Tokak 
shi mountain, Shinano. It was to be taken 
to the Osake museum. 




















YOKOHAMA. 

‘The Gazette says the Chinese Ministers 
did not return to their lodgings on board 
the man-of-war on the night of the 18th 
Dee., but took advantage of the proffered 
hospitality of the Chinese Navigation Co., 
who had provided sleeping accommodation 
for their Excollencies. Next Cay they paid 
an official visit to H.B.M.’s Consul ; and 
on the 23rd were entertained by the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, «t his house 
in Tokio.—The Prime Minister has issued 
a notification announcing that cotton-netted 
shirts and drawers of native manufacture 
may be exported duty free till further 
notice.—The silver mines of Ikuno, in the 
wrovinee of Tamba, are reported by a native 
journal to be in a very flourishing condition; 
ind, lately, to have furnished the Osaka 
Mint with '2,800 pounds of the metal 
‘Phree slight shocks of earthquake were felt 
on the 23rd ulto., one at 8.55 a.m.; the 
others at 5.5 and 7.35 p.m., respectively ; 
and Fusiyama is reported to be emitting 
smoke. F. C. Hayes, of Tokio, 
formerly a Secretary in the Mining Depart= 
ment, has committed suicide by shooting 
himself, Mr, Hayes had been seriously 
unwell for some Jittle time, but. no one ap- 
prelionded such s catastrophe as his suicide. 
would appear, now; from what is know 
by those who were about him in his illness, 
that the anxiety of business had so wrought 
upon his mind as to cause a temporary 
derangement which led him, at a moment 
when no one was near, to shoot himself 
through the head with’ his revolver. At 
the inquest, the verdict returned was 
that ‘Deceased shot himself while in a 
















































state of temporary insanity.”—Judyment 
has been given by Mr. Acting Law Seere- 

inson in H.B.M.’s Court, in 
the case of Bradfield (Medical Hall) . 





North, for the sum of $3,000, the amount 
claimed, less $97.90 and interest at 10 per 
cent. Interest on $3,000 from 30th June, 
1876, and on $977.00 from 30th Nov 

1875, calculated to Bist December, 1877, 
when theamount must be paid. Defendant 
to pay costs of snit. The Court, thon, 
ordered that defendant pay $2,268.30 by 
the Bist Dec., with costs of Court, less 
taxed cosis of counterclaim to 12th Oct., 
last.—A meeting of the Tokio Athletic 
Club has been held. From the Secretary's 
report, it appeared that the Club is 
flourishing state, pecnniatily and otherwise. 
‘The officers for the ensuing year were 
elected as follow :—Committee, Messrs. 
F. W, Strange, F. Prowse, H. J. Gorman, 
W. B. Mason, and E. B. Panl; Secretary 
and Treasurer, James Marrable. —The 
Caroline, 2 Danish schooner, owned by 
Mr. P. Claussen, of Yokohama, has been 
Jost with all hands, 16 in number. She 
was homeward bound to Yokohama, with a 
cargo of otter skins, and was, on the 21st 
October, overwhelmed, in one of the hard- 



















in the neighbourhood of Hakodate. 
crew was composed as follows :—Captain 
Miller, J. Keel, Metzner, one other Eu- 
ropean, a native of Urup, and eleven 
Japanese sailors. When the vessel left 
Chikotan she had food only for about ten 
days ; so that, even if she weathered the 
gale with loss of masts and sails only, her 
crew must long ere this have died of starva- 
vation.—The Choya Shinbun, quoting from 
the Niigata Shinbun, states that the Mitsu 
Bishi Steam-Ship Company are abont to 
establish a branch office at Niigata. Two 
steamers will ply twice a month between 
Niigata and Ws a, in Noto, touching 
at ‘Fukugi in Bechiu.— A. letter from 
Corea to the Hochi Shinbun says that, 
in the famine of last year, an average 
of one person in every honse died for 
want of food. In a small village of only 
sixty houses, 130 people were starved to 
death, and the number of victims through- 
out the country is estimated, at least. at 
between three and four millions. This 
year’s harvest has also been small in the 
Southern provinces; and the people are 
anxiously awaiting the importation of 
Japanese rice. 
he Herald, translating from the 
Nichi-nichi Shinbun, states that _ five 
boxes, containing presents presented by 
the Royal family of Great Britain to His 
Majesty the Emperor, have been carried 
to the Imperial Houschold Department, 
but, says the native official paper, ‘wi 
have not been informed of their contents. 
From other native papers, the Herald 
translates the following, showing how deter- 
mined the Japanese interested are to limit 
the production of silk-worm-eggs :—The 
destruction of the surplus of silk-worm-eges 
took place on the 23rd and 24th ult., ona 
iece of ground that had been fenced in on 
lot No. 205. The delegates from the guild 
attended, under a temporary shed erected 
for their accomodation. On the first day 
118 coolies were employed in the work of 
destruction, on the second 321. The eg 
were scraped off the cards, and 160 barrels 
filled with them were deposited at the Ma- 
chigaisho, where they were to be sold by 
tenders. ‘The cards may be used again next 
year, and by pressing the eggs, an oil may 
be extracted, after which the refuse can be 
—It scems likely that the 
Chinese Legation will establish itself at 
na, Shinagawa, in the house of 
Masuda, formerly the Yashiki of Ito, sanyi. 
Dr. MeCartee, together with an officer of 
1 department, has been to look 


























at the house. 





















AMSTRACT OF PERE 
Dee. 13th.— 
Yiinnan, ete., ‘au 
that as Tu Julien, the Lieuten- 
mor of Yiinnan, has been com- 
temporaty charge of the 

e of Governor of the province (seo 
Oct. Gth), and it is necessary in 

quene: that his own duties be placed 
in the keeping of a locum tenens, the 
Indicial_ Commissioner of the province, 

ii, has been selected as quali- 
fied by his experience and chs 
take this position, and the Intendant of the 

alt Revenue, Shén Show: is 
pointed to act in the last-nan 
stead. The Intendant of the Southern 
section of the province, Shih Tsiin-sin, is 
named as acting Intendant of the Salt 
Revenue. 

Dee. 14th.—(Abstracts of memorials)— 
To a memorial received from Ting Jih- 
clang, Governor of Fuhkien, asking per- 
mission to resign his office, the following 
rescript has been received :—The Governor 
in question has been wont to discharge his 
uiies with sufticient activity. We grant 











































est gales ever felt on ‘the Japanese coast, 


him a renewed congé of three months for 


the restoration in tranquillity of his health. 
He need not vacate his office. The affairs 
‘connected with the government of Fuhkien 
are of importance. Let him, therefore, re- 
turn without delay to his post, so soon as 
his recovery is accomplished, to the end 
that the functions incumbent upon him 
may be duly discharged. : 

(1) A decree based upon the report pre- 
sented by the Board of Civil Office, sub- 
mitting the penalties incurred by the high 
authorities of the province of Honan. 
The Lieutenant-Governor, Liu Ts'i-hien, is 
pronounced guilty of improper conduct in 
having made application to his superior for 
theremoval from office of districtofticials who 
had reported their jurisdictions as stricken 
with famine, which reports he characterized 
‘as false, whilst he continued to levy the 
ordinary taxation in regions where exemp- 
tion or remission should have been granted. 
As recommended by the Board, he is dis- 
missed from his office. The Governor, Li 
King-ngao, is equally open to censure, on 
the ground of his having acceded to’ the 
application made to him for the removal of 
district officials from their posts, and his 
having failed to take proper measures be- 
times on the province being afflicted with a 
visitation of drought and scarcity. In con- 
formity with the recommendation of the 
Board, he is degraded by three steps of 
rank and to be removed to other employ, 
without privilege of setting off previous 
commendations against this penalty, 

(2) A decree based upon a memorial from 
the Censor ‘ang Shu-nan, who has re- 
poet that of late, in various divisions of 

cking, the existence of certain rascal) 
fomenters of litigation, who make it their 
profession to undertake the presentation 
of charges before the tribunals, has made 
itself felt. He asks that orders be given 
for their apprehension and punishment, 
The Yamén of Gendarmerie and the civil 
authorities are commanded to take proceed- 
ings accordingly. 

(@) A decree appointing She Tsing, (one 
of the Comptrollers of the Household and 
formerly “ ‘Hoppe ” at Canton) to the ollice 
of Brigade-General of the Bordered Red 
‘Mongolian Banner. 

(4) The Censor Chang Kwan-chun memo- 
rializes referring to the measures instituted 
by Imperial command for reducing the cur- 
rent prices of foodstufls at Peking, by or- 
dering importations of grain to be provided 
on the part of the Governor-General Li 
Hung-chang, through the agency of the 
China Merchants’ Steamship Company— 
notwithstanding which, however, the memo- 
rialist had found that, instead of declining, 
the prices of foodstufts at Peking had on 
the contrary gone up very shortly after 
this decision was arrived at. The memo- 
rialist was at first unable to account for 
this fact ; but he has learnt that the ofti- 
cials deputed by the Governor-General of 
Chili to provide importations of grain 

ve actually been buying up stocks in the 
immediate environs of the capital, and 
have even yone so far as to purel 
rice coming from the Imperial granari 
Peking itself. ‘Che quantities finding their 
way into the dealers’ hands are con- 
sequently diminished instead of being in- 
creased, by proceedings which are sub- 
stantially the same as those of dishonest 
rograters of bread. ‘The Censor urges that 
commands be given to Li Hung-chang re- 
quiring him to prohibit the purchasing the 
grain in and around Peking by his official 
agents, and also-to see that passes be issued 
| at Tientsin on behalf of no other grain than 
that which is actually imported by sea.— 
For rescript see Gazette of Nov. 26th. 

(5) T’an Chung-lin, Governor of Shensi, 
memorializes reporting the various steps he 
[has taken for the provision of supplies to 
meet the prevailing scarcity in that province. 
He acknowledges the receipt of a Council 
despatch forwarding copy of a decree issued 
on the 22nd October, in which a memorial 
submitted by the Governor-General Tso 
Tsung-t'ang with reference to the relicf of 
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distress in Shensi and Kansuh was for- 
warded for his information. ‘The subject 
in question has alzeady been carefully dis- 
cussed in correspondence between the 
memorialist and the Governor-General, 
with his colleague Liu Tien, and in 
addition to tho amounts set aside 
from the provincial treasury, the sum of 
‘Taels 300,000 heretofore borrowed by Tso 
Toung-t'ang has been refunded, to meet 
the expenditure required for the purchase 
of grain, ‘The searcity prevailing gen- 
erally throughout the province is such 
that it has been necessary to. look 
beyond its limits for supplies, and pur- 
chases have been made both at Pao-t'ow 
Chén, on the north, and from Hupeh and 
Hunan in the south. The difiiculty and 
cost of transport have, however, been 

avated by the drought, which has 
reduced the waters of the river Siang to a 
very low state, the river Han falling to 
such an extent as to be fordable by pas- 
sengers on foot, and the river Tan having 
become wholly unmavigable. Officials have 
consequently been sent to Fan Ch’én to 
make an experiment in the way of land- 
transport by cart to T’ung-kwan, If this 
succeeds, it will be proceeded with ona 
large scale. Contributions are being raised 
among the notables of the province, to 
provide further means for the purchase of 
supplies, and relief-agencies have been s 
on foot at the provincial capital for the dis- 
tribution of food. An accurate enumeration 
of the individuals requiring relief is re- 
cognized as a point of primary importance, 
in order to the provention of Fraud, Some 
30,000 individuals are already being sup- 
ported by the seven relief-agencies in 
working order at the provincial capital. 
Rain has fallen in sufticient quantities in 
certain parts of the province during October 
to enable the winter wheat to be sown, and 
there are hopes of a sulflicient farther rain- 
fall to afford a prospect of a spring harvest. 
—Rescript, commanding the Governor to 
omit no measure that is requisite for the 
rolief of the prevailing distress. 

















Public Meetings. 


MUNICIPAL COUNCIL, 


Meetings of the Council were held on 
17th, 18th, and 22nd December, 1877. 
Prosent—Messrs. J, Hart (chairman), 
G. J. W. Cowie, E. H. Lavers, P. 
Hibbe, A. McLeod, E. G. Low and 0. 
Siegfried. 
the resignation of Mr. E. B. Souper, as, 
Secretary of the Council, was accepted, and 
‘a grant of six months’ pay made to him. 
‘Mr. J. A. Pond was appointed to por- 
form the functions of Acting Secretary, and 
applications wore ordered to be invited for 
. the vacant post of Secretary to the Council. 


At the Meeting of the Council, held in 
the Council Room, 17, Kiangse Road, 
Shanghai, on Monday, the 3ist December, 
1877, at 8.30 o'clock p.m. 

Present—Messrs._J. Hart (chairman), 
G. J. W. Cowie, E. H. Lavers, P. 
Hiibbe, A, McLeod, and the Acting-Secr 








tary, 

“Tie Minutes of the previous meeting are 
read, confirmed, and passed for publication. 

Cash Statement, for week ending 29th 
instant, is submitted for inspection, and 
cheques for sundry accounts are signed. 

Agreement with Mr. A. Johnsford, as 
Collector of Municipal Taxes, &c., is 
signed. 

Volunteer Corps.—Read letter from Mr. 
Holliday, resigning his commission as 
Captain of No. 1 Company. 

“Resolved. —That Mr. Holliday’s resigna- 
tion as Captain of No. 1 Company be 
accepted with regret, and that the thanks 
of the Council be conveyed to him for his 
services in the Corps, 





Cleansing Yany-king-pang Creek.—Read 
report from the Survevec, stating that, a 
greater number of men having been 
engaged, more progress was being made in 
the work. 








Amusements. 





NEW YEAR TIDE AT THE EURASIAN SCHOOL. 

We had the pleasure, Friday, of being 
present at the little festival which is always 
kindly provided by the ‘Trustees for the 
children of the Eurasian School. They 
wore first given an excellent dinner at 2 
o'elock, and then ushered into an adjoi 
room, in which was a Christmas Tree laden 
with little toys and presents. ‘The room 
had been tastefully decorated with ever- 
greens and mottoes by the children them- 
selves, who do great credit to Mrs. Burr's 
careful training. Prizes, which were offered 
bya friend of the school—one for good con- 
duct, and a first and second in each class for 
the best scholars, were presented by Mr. 
Davenport, as President of the Committee, 
and evidently received with much appre- 
ciation by the successful candidates. We 
were allowed an opportunity of looking 
over the examination papers, and were 
pleased to see the marked improvement 
since last year, This school is undoubtedly 
doing very good and useful work, and— 
partly dependent as it is on subscriptions, 
to swell the very small fees which only can 
in some eases be paid—thoroughly deserves 
the support of the community. 














Miscellaneous. 








‘THE WEATHER, 

‘The snow-fall of the previous 24 hours 
was succeeded by a keen frost on Thursday 
night, with the result that trodden and 
half-melted snow in the streets was frozen 
Friday morning into a compact mass, on 
which skating would have jossible, 
and even to avoid sliding was dificult. The 
thermometer fell to 19° in the Settlement, 
and we hear of a registry of 16° cut 
even 10° of frost in the country. ‘There 
was good skating on the Hongkewr ice 
ponds in the mening 

‘There was 2 hard frost again Fr'tay 
night, and the ice on the Hongkew px 
on Saturday was two to three inches thici. 
It bore well for skating up to noon, .0t- 
tanding the warm sun; but then « 
rapid thaw set in, and before dusk it was 
completely rotten. The frozen snow in 
the streets also became rapidly converted 
into slush. A little snow began falling 
again, about 7 o'clock Saturday evenin 
but changed later on toa light rain, whi 
continued and grew heavier during 8un- 
day, until in the afternoon it again char 
to snow. This ceased during the evening, 
and a strong North-westerly wind in- 
augurated another hard frost. 

Another 48 hours of severe frost on Mon- 
day and Tuesday filled the ice-houses ; and 
have certainly “ shrammed” the majority of 
foreign, if not of Chinese residents. There 
is no way of keeping up the cir: 
tion but by constant movement; an: 
that is generally inconsistent with’ earn 
one’s daily brend, most of us sit a great 
part of the day in numb misery. 

ood feature about it is plenty of 
yur thermometer marked only 15’ 
Monday ht, and failed to reach within 
2 of freezing point during the whole of 
Tuesday. As we heard of a registe of 
10° in an exposed North verandah in the 
country last Thursday night, when 1% 
was registered in the Settlement, we 
prepered to hear of a still lower figure 
having being reached this week. 17° is 
the lowest we remember to have regis‘: 
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in the Settlement, before this winte:, | 


ince 1861-2. Certainly, there has been no 
similar continuance of cold. ‘The Chinese 
predicted a severe winter, and we seem 
to be fairly in for one. ‘Yesterday and 
to-day have shown no change. In fact it 
is becoming disagreeably monotonous, 


‘THE MUNICIPAL F- SCTION, 

The present election has excited moro 
interest, and brought forth a yreater number 
of candidates, than we remember on any 
previous occasion. Neither has it ben by 
any means deficient in the class of literature 
which elections specially evoke. The walls 
have happily not been disfigured by posters, 


inviting people to.vote for some particular 





if | ticket ; but recommendations and squibs in 


the form of Expresses have been flying 
freely round the Settlement. If it were 
not so cold that all sense of humour is 
numbed within one, an amusing sketch 
might be given of ‘these effusions. Not 
that there is very much in them, nor that 
they reflect very high credit . upon. the 
poetical genius of Shanghai; but it is 
amusing sometimes to look back on such 
mementoes of past contests ; and worth 
while therefore to place a few of them on 
record.—Let us begin, however with a list 
—we will not say of candidates, but of 
the geutlemen who had consented to take 
the trouble of managing our affairs :— 

Artindale, R..H. 

Cowie, G. J. W. 

Hart, J. 

Harrisson, G. 

Hibbe, P. G. 

Kalb, M. 

Lavers, E. H. 

Low, E.G. 

Mackenzie, R. . 

McLeod, A. 

Moyerink, W. 

Sassoon, B. A. 

Wisner, J. W. 

Withers, G. 
six of these—Mesars. Cowie, Hart, Hitbbo, 
Lavers, Low and McLeod—being members 
of the old Council, and the remainder fresh 
nominations ; three — Messrs. Artindale, 
Meyerink, and Wiser—suggested by tho 
abevs gentlemsn to completa the py stic 
aumber .i the remaainder nuiainated hy 
e do not contemplate reprodue- 
and-twenty—niore or lesa— 

many enthusiaatie 

politicians expended $1.50 each i 
mending to their fellow electo 
























how one 





Rarepavers, 


(to) Vote for 
Mackenzie, R 
rink, W. 
er, J.B 
Withers, G, 





6. 











Nor how another appealed 
‘To rue Lb spENt ReTEPAYERS OF 
ita, 
(to) Vote for 
Artindale, Low. 
Mackenzie, 
Sassoon, 





Withers, 





Conrzcr Carp, 
Low. 
Mackenzie, 
Wiener, 
‘Withers, 





tol ovit; 
4nd another shrieked 
Frrexos or Parztay ! 
Vote for Cowie and Low, and seven out of tho 








new Candidates— 
Harrissoa. Sasecon, 
Kalb, Mackenzie, 
Meyeriu! 
Arvinda! 
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‘While a fifth (?) put out a precisely similar 
appeal, with the additional remark— 

“Earthly power doth then shew likest God's 
«When mercy seasons j soe + © 





‘SHAKESPEARE. 


It matters very little to posterity what 
Pasticolar coruscation of names individual 

itepayers may have fancied. But it may 
be amusing, bye and bye, to turn over in an 
old album the squibs in which the nomina- 
tions were supporied or denounced. For 
instance, an appeal issued at 9.30 am. on 
the first day of the election :— 

Vote for Artindale! He'll get in ; 

Vote for Sassoon ! Fle has lots of tin ; 

Vote for Cowie and Mixed Court Law ; 

Vote for Harrisson! Perhaps he'll draw 

Bills at the market rate ; perhaps, too, 

Ifyou vote ket he'll well zhem to you; 

Vote for Withers, and may be you'll go 

Home for nothing per P. and O. 

Don’t let the sporsing world ignore us ; 

‘Vote for Low and the Hunteman’s Chorus, 

Vote for Mackenzie! Hisname stands bigh ; 

Vote for Kalb! I don't kuow why 5 

Lreally think you'll hardly care 

For Martial Law or Lenten fare ; 

Who votes for there is surely a noodle 

Vote for Wisner and Yankee Doodle 


evoked a counter-recommendition, in the 

evening, to 

Vote for Artindale, vote for Cowie, 

Voto for the Major ; never mind how he 

Catches abuse that is more or less scrubby, 

Bis heart's 'n the right place, Vote too for 
Hubbe, z 

Voto for the prudent and thrifty Laver 

‘To check whatever of wasting savour 

Voto for Low, and then be particular 

‘To vote for Sloppy the perpendicular. 

Voto for Mackenzie and voto for Withers, 

Aud knock the opposition ticket to smithers, 


Ministerialist, cheers brought forth counter 

cheers from the Opposition, expressed next 

morning in the following satire -— 

Rally, Rally, Shanghai Voters, rally, rally, 
round the right; 

Fino old Heads of fine okt Houses need your 
votes ere comes the night, 

What though with rule Draconic they would 
‘override you all, 

Back the graid old race of ‘Taipaus, ‘tis our 
glory, ’tis our all. 

‘What tho’ strictly they have ruled us, wise 
electors be 10! fooled, 

Surely now you kuow your mis: 
rule, but to be raled 

Your shoulders have grown callous where a 
newer yoke would gall, 

Back your Council, back their ticket, back 
tiem Voters one and all! 

What though along our classic Bund their 
mansions tower no more, 

‘Though storied Banks raise igh their heads 
where merehauts reigned of yore, 

‘The men aro still among us who Were great in 
days ‘gone by, 

Pack them, back them, Shanghai Voters, back 
them, back them if you die! 

‘What tho’ their frionds write verses whieh no 
living soul ean sca 

Still your duty, Shang 
















































ion's not to 











Voters, is to back: 













, and you know it, "1 
duty, and you must 
Back them, back them, Shanghai Vot 
them, bagk them if you *hust 
And all this time a running fire of cor- 
respondence had been kept up in the Press, 
detween the exponents of different views 
off the late Council's proceedings, which 
probably tended—as controversy general 
tends—rather, to confirm each man in his 


ty, 












opinion than to shake his prior conviction. | 


So much for the precursory symptoms 
and course of the disease ; it remains only 


to chronicle the climax and the recovery. | 


‘The poll took place on Tuesday and yes 
terday, between the hours of 10 and 3 p.m , 
and the following was the result of the 
voting :-— 
Cowie, G. J. W. 
Low, E.G. 
Mackenzie, R. 
‘Artindale, R. H. 
Hatt, J... 



























Hibbs, P. G. 108 ~ 
Withers, G. "108 
Wisner, J. H. . 97 
Lavers, E. H. 291 
McLeod, A. 78 
Harrisson, G.., 50 
Meyerink, W. 149 
Sassoon, E. A. 49 
Kalb, M 39 


The “Correct Cant” therefore scores a 
win, and is entitled to “1” from all 
members of the community who mentally 
took his odds. 

But now arises another difficulty. Over 
the signature of “Verbum Sap,” an in- 
genious gentleman comes forward to declare 
the whole election illegal, because’ the 
Consuls fixed the day for the election in 
December instead of in January; that is 
to say, that they should have Waited for 
January to come before they fixed a day. 
OF course it is a quibble, and the point is of 
absolutely no consequence ; but ‘ Verbum 
Sap” seems right as to the letter of the law. 








KWO SUNG-TA0 ON POLITICAL SUBJECTS. 
(Translation from his Journal.) 

As the steamer bearing the Mission 
approached the entrance to the English 
Channel, H.E. Kwo devotes several pages 
of his journal to a review of the pre- 
sent importance of the nations of the 
West. Judaism, Romanism, Islamism,” 
he observes, “have flourished or 
decayed, but States have endured un- 
changed. _In recent times, Great Britain, 
France, Russia, the United States of 
America, and Germany have raised them- 
selves to a commanding position of in- 
fluence and power. They have introduced 
the doctrine of international Jaw, and vie 
with each other in the homage they pay to 
trath and justice. The utinost importance 
is attached in their opinion to the comity 
of nations. Mutual regard is shewn 
among them in the highest degree, and 
courtesy has attained to its fullest develop- 
ment. They have secured in this respect 
both substance and form. These nations 
are advanced, to an immeasurable degree, 
beyond the condition of the Independent 
Kingdoms of Chinese antiquity.”—The 
Envoy then proceeds to descant upon 
the surpassing extent and power of the 
British and the Russian Empires, the one 
extending its dominions along the entire 
expanse of Northern Asia, through the 
deserts of the North to the mouth of the 
Amoor and to the borders of Japan, whilst 
England has traversed the Mediterranean 
Sea to become mistress of India, gathering 
into her lap all the wealth of the Southern 
Ocean, and planting everywhere colonies 
and_garrisons such as are to be seen 
at Hongkong. These two Empires, he 
observes, ‘‘by the extent of their territory 
and the degree of their power, are well 
entitled to be designated the two monarchs 
of the world. They hold China, as it were, 
in their embrace, cach watchful of the 
other, each with hand upraised and firmly 
planted tread, or (to change the metaphor), 
hovering like the falcon and glaring tiger- 
like. Each daily augments the wealth and 
extent of its dominions, yet on neither 
side is the rein given to hostile under- 
takings, nor are designs of predatory enter- 

rise allowed to have free play. When 
a question of war against China may 

ise, they will dwell long in  conten- 
|tion ‘upon the merits of the case, and 
| advance only when the matter has been 















I.gravely weighed. Shall any one pretend 
that the present is a time for China to 
puff herself up with vainglorious boasts 
| and empty vapouring? There is no need 
to spend time in considerations of theo- 
| retical advantage, relatively weighed ; the 
nations of the West, it is plain, have not 
organized themselves as they have done, 
without a system. Let but this be rightly 
Haid hold of, and each contributes to the 





other's wealth and power, and the stability 
of the State may be assured for a thousand 
years. If the system be not laid hold of, 
ruin must ensue. My colleague Lin has 
hitherto piqued himself upon knowing how 
to deal with the affairs of foreigners, but 
he has come now to confess to himself the 
shallowness of his views.”—The Envoy 
proceeds to condemn the ineptitude of 
those whose idea of foreign relations is 
inspived by. the mistaken patriotism of the 
writers of the Sung and Ming dynasties, 
when hatred of the outsider was the highest 
type of Chinese loyalty.—The diary ends 
with the arrival of the Mission at its home 
in Portland Place. 











CHINESE IN BORNEO. 
A correspondent of the Daily Press, writ- 
ing from Pontianak, gives some particulars 
about the Chinese emigrants who have 
settled in considerable numbers in the 
island of Borneo :—Tho Northern and 
Western coasts were selected by some of 
the earlier emigrants as a field for their 
industry, They first settled near the coast, 
but gradually worked their way into the 
interior, where a handsome livelihood was 
to be obtained by labouring in the gold 
mines. As their numbers increased they 
began’ to form villages and to elect their 
chiefs, who of course did not fail to quarrel 
among themselves and to fight with each 
other. Thus the smaller communities were 
subdued by the more powerful oues, 
until only three independencies remained, 
who paid a land tax only to the Malay 
princes on whose territory they had 
settled. Now, only one of these in- 
dependent Setflements remains, the other 
two having been destroyed by the 
Netherlands India Government. tt is 0 
curious fact that almost all these settlers 
are natives of the same part of China ; they 
nearly all come from vile es in the Kwang- 
tung provines. Though ‘they ‘came over to 
Borneo many years ago, and notwithstand- 
ing their matrying Dyak women, they ati 
their own habits and customs. Their 

» although of Dyak origin, all speak 
Chinese, and their children do so to, which 
is not the case with the Folikien Chinese. 
These latter generally learn to speak 
Malay almost immediately, and their boys 
oaly Yegin to lean Chinese when this 
language becomes necessary to them in 
business, which is generally when they are 
about'the age of sixteen, ‘The girls mostly 
neglect Chinese altogether and speak only 
Malay. The Celestials in the interior of 
Borneo are peaceable and hospitable, and 
only fight when they are compelled to 
defend ‘themselves against the fierce and 
blood-thirsty Dyaks, who try to get hold of 
their paddy. “Their villages are clean and 
pretty, and their rice and sweet potato 
fields on the hill-sides afford a icturesque 
sight to the traveller, as do also the an- 
cestral temples erected here and there on 
‘well-chosen spot: 











SENDING ONE’S VOICE DOWN THE AGES, 

In the United States there are wags of a 
scientific turn of mind, who ever and anon 
| puzzle less informed people by accounts of 
discoveries which are so astounding as to 
take away one's breath. We should be in- 
clined to place the description lately given 
of the Phonograph among these faceties, 
| but for the circumstanée that it appears in 
j such a matter of fact journal as the Scient- 
iyic American. ~ We have already informed 
our readers that our accomplished elec- 
| trician, Mr. Bishop, has introduced the Tele- 
| phone into our Settlement ; we now invite 
| him to try Tis skill on the Phonograph, 
| through whichinstrament one’s spoken wo 
| may be reproduced audibly at a remote 
| period, being as it were erystalized, or to 
speak familiarly, bottled wp until’ called 
for! As yet the instrument is in a rudi- 
umeniary state, but it possesses vast poten- 
tiality—say possibilities. Those of our 
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readers whose proclivities are political or |i 


mercantile, may for themselves excogitate 
‘the sort of messages that may be advantage- 
ously transmitted to men of the twenty- 
first century; we are content with picturing 
its employment for domestic use. Imagine 
one’s great-great, or greater grand-children 
assembled to celebrate the marriage of one 
of their number, What a fit opportunity 
for them. to unbottle a congratulatory 
message, blended with words of counsel ! 
If the fones shov?t soem sepulchral and 
be in danger of imparting a degree of 
melancholy vnsuiled ve a festivo occasion, 
all that may I: neutralized by sending 
down at the s-:e time the melodious 
strains of a Jenny Lind. Captious souls 
will inquire cui bun2? Such persons too 
much resemble the Irish legislator at the 
New York Assembly, who, when a work of 
prospective utility was proposed, objected, 
wanting to know what posterity’ has done 
for us! We shall not attempt to answer 
their question. As for the modus operandi 
of the Phonograph, the curious will find 
everything explained by drawings in the 
Scientific American, which are sufiiciently 
Iucid to those who can comprehend them. 
M. 








Gorvespondence, 
ee 
‘THE AMOY CASE. 

To the Biitor of the 
Nonri-Cumva Henatp. 

Dear Sir,—I was both surprised and 
grieved to see an anonymous article in your 
paper last week, emanating from Amoy, 
‘and describing various things relating to 
Mr. Dukes and the Mission work there. 
‘It was evidently written under an imagina- 
tive influence, supposing certain occur- 
ences had taken place, stich as overdrawn 

jictures of Missionary’ success, which Mr. 
Bikes ad condemned, and in consequence 
he had been re-called. ‘The whole was 
made to look like a gross reflection on the 
Missionary Agency at home, and on the 
character of the work abroad. As coming 
from a party on the spot, and it may be 
supposed directly acquainted with the state 
of things, while in sympathy with Mz. 
Dukes inthe matter, the article is likely 
to have all the more injurious effect on 
the persons concorned snd on the cause 
generally. Representing as I do the Lon- 
don Missionary Society at this port, and 
feeling interested in its reputation alike 
here and elsewhere, I could not read the 
article without a measure of pain and 
sorrow. I indulge in no roply to the 
statements made in it. They are not au- 
thoritative or professionally descriptive of 
the facts of the case, but the outspoken 
suppositions of certain individuals as the 

robable occasion of Mr. Dukes’ recall. 

‘ow, it happens that that gentleman wrote 
me a fow days before he left Amoy, and I 
have letters of a still later date from parties 
thore deeply interested in the whole 
matter, and neither of them afforis any 
ground for the charges implied in the above 
article. Differences of thought and action 
will obtain in all the relations of social life, 
no Jess in the Missionary circle than in any 
other, arising it may be from temper and 
disposition, habit and education. Now Ihave 
the fullest warrant for saying that, in the 
present instance, the differences in question 
were wholly of this kind. Mr. Dukes was 
here during the Missionary Conference in 
‘May last, and always spoke most highly of 
the’ work going. on at Amoy, as genvine 
and exemplary in its character and enti- 
fled to the confidence and support of the 
Churches at home. His recent letter to 
me speaks in the most hogeful manner of 
the prospects of it in various dizections, 20 
much so that he wished to be entirely 
devoted to it in these regions, Not a word 
of disparagement on the subject is breathed 
in the whole of his correspondence, while 


















anid rel 
what 
duty, 


















field, either in connection with 
Society or any other. Iam not. 
particularly the cause of our friend's 1. 
moval ; but certainly it was not that opined | 
Jn the article under review, whiea  @ 
regret as written in a spirit and styi 
lated to injure rather than benefit th: 
that Mr. Dukes has at heart. I appre 
the kindly sentiments ex; int 
to him personally, but Iam sure he : 
much rather suffer grievous 
injury than be made the occssion 
wide-spread dishonour ~ 
which he was e 
ted that even iffer 
themselves, and often to su an 
to lead to their separat.on frost 
other; but none of them, I am persuad: 
would like their defence to be cen 
in the terms of the article before 1 3 
most confident I am that Mr Dukes | 
would not. 

Tam, yours truly, 


Wa. M 
Shanghai, 5th Jan. 
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with the Council 
do what they conceived 
¥, Will give them eredit for 





Fare Puav. 





MUNICIPAL MATTERS. 
To the Editor of the 
‘Norru-Cmrsa Darty News 

Dear Srr,—A late act of the 
Council has raised considerable di 
Some hold that the Council have 
abrupt ; some maintain, others d 
soundness of the Secretary’s man 
and there may bo even different ovinion 
to the delicacy and propriety of associ 
domestic occurrences with an ofticial 
pointment ; but careful people wil’ suspend | 
their judgment till both-sides « 
‘The Secretary has made his appc 


cmtsa Daiey News. 
{erring to the letter signed “Re. 

F sue of this morning, I 
lnil to be allowed to make cue or 
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Council cannot reply in the same i are 
aro doubiless prepared with anys exp 2, ot Lo hay Fnjustice, 
tions that may Le demanded at the anw eas capable cl who 





of responsibility for 
their predecers 
hey think that the eee 
sitoutd | 
pore Sle 


Ratepayers’ meeting. 
It is not now my purpose to 
question, but to deprecate the 
of an element with which it is i 
asgociated. + ee 
e vacated post is being eager’y souzht, | 
and the candidates are instinctively led 
canyas for their own interests. 
ately, however, there seem to be 
to make the next election of 
hinge on their previously pled 
selves to appoint this, or that, 
the Secretary's office ; and I wisi to. 
voice against this first appearanc® of miscr- 
able falism, which, if encoarayed, | 
must fend to degrade our local gover 
It has, hitherto, inspired respect 
of its generally dignified charact 
the present “idea” is to find i: 
Councillor's election may, in « 
time, depend on his views as to ¢ 
scavenger.“ Facilis descensus Aver 
‘Tho principle is wrong. Well 
constituencies do not exact di 
the paid appointments of the re: 
government, though their repo 
exercise their power of amendir: 
blunders. So can the Shanghai 
Let them, therefore, elect such mei 
fitted to govern ourSettlements. 
ofticial post ought to be left in their 
for decision after they have careinlly w 
the relative merits of the candidates. 
‘Yours faithfuil, 


Rrsiect 
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5th Jan. 


To the Bditor of the 
‘Norra-Carxa Dam Y sws, 

Str,—I think the remarks of your corte 
pondent “Reflection” will be ex:torsea 
every sensible member of the cemminnit; 
There is no question that efforts <1 
made to make the election tarn ou tI 
of servants rather than on those «i 
spective rulers; and I think, with 
tion,” that this is a mistaken bas: 
to decide, 

Electors will do wisely to choose simp! * depre: 


























those who seer to them the best men, | incidentally 
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Yam sure that if “Ratepayer” will come 
before the curtain instead of remaining, as he 
says, Lehind the scenes (? are his duties ax 
scene-shifter too onerous), he will find that my 
statement as to “pledges” is the very reverse 
of being ‘without foundation ! 
‘Yo return to my point, I ask—What right 
have the candidates for ihe honour of being 
Councillors, to pledge themselves as to an 
employé until they have seen the testimonials 
* and weighed the merits of those who have 

been induced to apply under the assurance 
fdelusion) that a decision is pending till 
February 15th? 




















Yours faithfully, 


Restectioy, 
8th January, 


To the Editor of the 
Norri-Curva Darty News, 


Sir,—It seems to me that there aro certain 
considerations which have not yet received 
the attention they deserve, in the somewhat 
impassioned ns whi 

rough th 











* cipal Councillor is 
one. It is uever easy to get nine suit: 
men ready to hold office, ‘The ratepay 
however, are rarely absolutely forced to 
take certain names, ‘There is generally a 
choice, aud the voter is allowed 
make up h and to see wh 
candidates most qualitied to fill the 

‘The Council for the year 1877 was 

‘& Council representing various interests, and 

ed of men of experience, character, aud 
knowledge of public b ‘They were not 

a clique, or n set of men who w juced to 

take office to carry out any special policy ou 

any “burning ion,” “Without any ex- 
aggeration, it is fair to say that they were 
nine as good men as could be found in the 

Settlement for the purpose. 

‘These men, at the close of their term of 
ofice, find out certain circumstances connected 
with one of their employés, which render it 

rudent in their judgment to dismiss hi 
it is, of course, an extremely disagreeable 
‘task.’ It would have been far easier to have 
goue out of office and left this unpleasant 
matter to their au but. the Council 
ran the lar odium. aud did what, 
as an individual ratepayer, 1 must say, i 
think was their duty. 

Tsay they did their duty, because I couceive 
that nine men acquainted with the details of 
Atrausaction, are better judges as to its merits 
than the one person who suffers by their 

- action, or the five hundred outsiders who only 
hear the cry of the aforesaid sufferer, Of 
course, in coming to this conclusion, I pre- 
suppose that the nine men appointed’ on the 
Council are men of seuse aut probity, or I for 
fone should not have voted fur theni as Coun. 
cillors. 

Notihing is easier than to talk about ‘ fair 
play,” and to run about asking for signatures 
to clemency memorials and letters of re- 
monstrances but, for m 
great respect for men who hi 
Fesyonsibility of a public position and, 
spite of sentimental appeals, try to do th 
duty, 
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Yours, 


Shanghai, 9th January. 





THE MUNICIPAL ELECTION. 
To the Editor of the 
Nonru-Ourxa Dany News. 


Sin,—It may interest some of your readers, 
particularly those who are likely to be sued 











by the incoming Municipal Council, to know 
that the election concluded to-day’ is wholly 
illegal. 


‘Te'9tb clauss of the Land Regulations (a8 
amended) provides that the Consuls shall, 
during the mont of January or February in 
each year, siz the day for the election of the 
Couneil, giving fourteen days’ notice of the 
same, Se, 

Iu’ tho present case the day was fixed in 
the month of Devenber, and the election was 
completed on the 9th of January. 

‘Yours faithfully, 
“ Verpust Sap.” 





9th January. 


meDicaL. 


To the Kditor of the 
Nozra-Curva Dany News. 
Sin,—There is connected with the London 
Missionary Society of Hankow a celebrated 
English Dr. Mackenzie, who has been there 
many years, jed in curing all sorts of 
uousual maladies, and never receives money 
from any patients whom he cures. For ten 
years I, a native of I’-Ming-Chow in Kiangse, 
suffered from a tumour in my back. At fir 
T did not mind it, but at length it ‘became as 
large as a peck, so that I could walk with 
Gificulty, and 'T was much afraid that it 
would kill me. I had engaged many doctors, 
but no one could do me good. I was com: 
pelled, therefore, to go to Hankow in search 
of amore skilled doctor. Fortunately, a friend 
of mine named Kwo Shau-kai recommended 
Dr. Mackenzie to me. Accordingly, I went 
with him to the doctor’s. He, on inspection, 
that the tumour could not be cured wit 
and added 
the cutting 
October last, he gave me some 
nd immediately with a 
knife, cut off the tumour, which was 25 Ibs. 
in weight, In about twenty days, I com- 
pletely recovered. As a retuen to the doctor, 
all thank you to put this in your paper 
in order to celebrate his name. 
Tam, Si 
‘Yours most respectfully, 
Ha Tsze-xor. 


TT OG Me AW IN Ae BE LB) FF A 


Shanghai, Sth January. 























































Saw Reports. 








POLICE COURT, 
‘Shanghai, 4th Jan, 
Before R. A. Mowat, Esq. 
R, (Pouice) », 8, Cook and F. race. 
Drunkennes 

Prisoners, who belong to H. 
Yeon, were charged with being: druok and 
incapable in a jinrikeha, in the Honan Road, 

87-15 pani ou the previous day. 
Cautioned, and orsterel to pay the costs of 

the Court, $1.50 each. 
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R. (Captain Apass) v. H. Ratstos, J. Dick- 
sox, P. McFapgex and ‘T. Noo. 
Refusal of Duty. 

Prisoners, who are all able seamen, were 
ebarged with refusal of duty on board the 

barque Corea. 

Captain Apaxts, the master, deposed that 
hie shipped tae prisoners on Saturday last, and 
they were, to bo ou board on Wedueslay 
morning. ‘Chey failed to be on board that day, 
and came to the ship between 11 and 12 
c'clock on Thursday. ‘They were asked to 
“tum to,” but they refused and asked to be 
allowed to go ashore. ‘Their request was 
Fefuyed, and they then declined to do any 

Prisoners said it was nearly 12 o'clock when 
they went on board, and they asked to have 
their dianer before they did any work. 
(Dinuer-time was 1 o'clock.) ‘Their request 
was refused nnd they were told that they 
would be kept on bread and water if they did 
not work; and they bad not been used to 
such treatment when they joined a ship. 
‘They had been drivking before they went 
on board, aud were ill from the effects, and 
wanted alittle time to recover. 

His Wonsiir told them the officers of the 
ship were quite justified in refusing to give 
them their dinner before they did any work, 
and admonished them for wishing to come 
ashore inmuediately after they had joined the 

je ordered them each to forfeit two 
sys’ pay, and to pay the costs of the Court 
aud return to the ship. 












































7th Jan. 
R, (Captain Anas.) v. H. Rarstos, J. Dick- 
P. McFapces, ‘T. Norpy, and 
Gronar. 
Refusal of Duty. 
Priscuers are sailors on board the barque 
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Corea, and were charged with refusal of duty. 
With the exception of Henry George, all of 
them were before the Court on Friday last, 








charged with refusing duty on the previo 
day. The evidence then showed that the 
prisoners were sipped a week ago, and were 
to be on board on Wednesday. Whey did not 
put iu an appearance until Thursday morning, 
and soon after going on board, before they 








j had done any work, they asked ‘permission to 


go ashore, ‘This was refused them, aud on 
the following day they were cbarged with 
refusal of duty, and Mr. Mowat ordered them 
teach to forfeit two days pay, pay the coats of 
the Court, and to return’ at ouce to their 
duties on the ship. The ‘prisoner George is 
‘a boy, and it was said lie had been prevailed 
upon by the other prisoners to joiu in this 
clans. 

Captain Apasts now deposed that when the 
prisoners left the Court on Friday they did 
hot go on board the vessel, Lt was about 
three o'clock in the afternoon when they went 
on board, and they then asked hii to. be dis- 
charged.’ He told them he was willing to 
Giscliarge them, if the shipping author 
‘Consulate would sau i 
joy wenb ‘eshore ag 
to the vessel at 8 o'clock in the 

‘hey worked on Saturday, aud up 
to breakfast time this morning. ‘Then they 
refused duty, and eaid they would do no 
more. He was willing to discharge ther, 
ratber than have ,al this trouble, but Mr. 
Tapp would not hear of it, 

“The prisoner Rastox anid he was sick and 
could not work this morning ; but he told the 
mate be was willing to work if the rest would, 
if they refused to work he should refuse also, 

Captain said Norby wae the firat man 
to refuse work, and then they all refused, 

In answer to His Worship, Raloton said he 
would not go to sea iu tho vousel, Ho did 
not like her, and would do no work on her, 

Diexsox had nothing further to aay than 
-that he did not eare to go in the vessel, 

His Worsuie—Then why did you ship in 
her? You were not forced to do so. 

Dicxsox—I know that, 

Worsuir—Then, when you have 
shipped, you should do your work, 

Diegsox—T know, bue I dow't think we 
should be treated properly. 

His Worsmr—'Lhat i¢ only a notion you 
have; you have no grounds for thinking # 
‘The Captain is well kno 

‘The Caprats—T have been running back- 
wards and forwards to Shanghai now for 
fifteen years, and never had evca trouble us 
thle wittaay men, 

His Worsurr—Now, hear that. The 
Captain is a good man, {know he bas been 
cotting here s great many years, and T never 
heard any complaint against him, It is uot 
in the interest of Captaina to treat their men 
harshly, and it is not for men to pick and 
chose, and do as they e on board a vei 

‘The Captai id uot know any! 
the mien had to complain of. 

‘Dicksox complained of joing sto 
in the forecastle, and said it was in 
irightful mess.” 

‘The Captain admitted stores were in tho 
forecastle, but said the men had not made auy 
‘complaint as to them when they refused duty, 
Moreover, the forecastle was a very large 
oue, and apart from where the stores were 
stowed there was two or three times as 
much room as was allowed by Act of Parlia- 
inet 








































































is WorsutP pointed out to the captain, 
that uo stores should be placed in the fore. 
castle, aud that he would be linble to a 
penalty for having stores there, if they were 
hot removed after the men had ouce com. 
ained. Ho read the clauso of the Act of 
Parliament on the points 

‘The Captain replied that there wero very 
few stores in the forecastle, and he would 
hare them removed at once. ‘They could 
all be taken out in half an hour. 

His Wonsmir asked the prisoners if they 
were still obstinate not to work in the ship, 
after the forecastle had been properly cleared 
out for them 

Prisoners separately refused to return to 
the ship, and ove of thet complained of their 
being sent aloft, before breakfast, to get the 
royal yards ready for bending. 

e Mate said ho had seut them aloft be- 
fore breakfast, but the sun was then sbining 
brightly. 

‘The Captain explained that Henry George 
had joined the ship before the other prisoners, 
who he presumed had persuaded him to j 


























them in giving bim this trouble, 
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Hesry Gronce, who stated that he w: 
fifteen years of age, in answer to his Worship, 
said he refused to ‘sail in the vessel hecau: 
the bunks 
not nade any complaint to the Captain, but 
he supposed he knew all about it. 

‘The Capta this was the first he had 
heard of anything being amiss with the 
forecastle. 

His Woxsmir, addressing 




















the prisoners, 






sxid—Now, Lala have the forecastle properly 
cleaned out and surveyed, and L want OW 
whether you will go to sea in the vessel then. 





Prisoners all repeated that they would not | 
return to th iy 

‘Tho Captain said the vessel had already 
Deen surveyed. 

His Wonsurr said he was satisfied, himself. 
that the prisoners had no justifiable cause 
to behave as they were doing. They had got 
it into their heads that they did not like 
the "p, and that was their sole reason for 
acting as they had done, He should order the 
boy Henry George to return to the ship at 
once, and the other four prisoners would have 
to go to gaol for two weeks? hart labour, but 
to he put on board if the vessel sailed earlier. 
Meanwhile a surveyor should go on board 
and see that the forecastle was in proper 
condition. 




















U. S, CONSULATE.GENERAL, 


“Shanghai, 3rd Jan, 
Before the Hon. G, Wiuey We1ss, 
Consul-General, 
Plaintiff conducted his own ea 
‘Mr, Reswiz appeared for the Defendant. 
Rey, J. 8, Rovenrs v. R. Detaso. 








Defendant is the Captain of the American 
ship Golden State, and the plaintiff is a mi 
siouary of the Presbyterian Church of the 
United States, ‘The action was brought to 
recover $200, as compensation for damage to 
certain youds brought from New York by the 
Golden Sia , alleged to have resulted from 
improper stowage and exposure to the ele- 
ments 

Plaintiff, in presenting his case to the 
Court, read a written statement, which was 
to the effect that in or about December, 1874, 
a consignment of goods reached Shanghai 
for him, froma New York, by the Golden State, 
of which v defendant was then the 
niaster, The goods consisted of three hair 
mattresses, a number of hooks, and a stove, 
&e.; and ftom the way in which the packages 
were packed plaintiff considered the officers 


























of the vessels might ensily infer what were 
the contents, ‘They were obi 
broth 





ipped at New 
York by hb lav, and when they 


arrived at Si 









mattresses, books and stove, had been badly 
damaged by water, He at once complained to 
‘Meswra, Rusyell & o., the agents of the Golden 
State, and they sent Mr. Butler to make an 
official survey of the damage that had been 
done, Mr. Butler examined the goods and 
wrote out a statement as to their condition, a 
copy of which plaintiffproduced. Sulsequently 

Jaintiff made out a statement awessing the 
damage at $150, and Mr, Batler assented 
to it. 











‘This statement was forwarded to the 
‘Messrs, 








replied, denying hia liability. Plaintiff then 
had an’interview with Mr. Hitch, of Messrs. 
1 and Co., and that geutleman expressed 
surprise to him that the goods should have 
been damaged, as Messrs, Russell and Co. 
had received a large quantity of bale goods 
by the same vessel with only trifling damages. 
Tn the following yeas, when the Golden State 
retnrued to Shanghai, plaintiff had an inter- 
view with the defendant, who eeemed to be 
concerned about the damage and proinised to 
call afd inspect the hooks, but he failed 
to do so, -Plaintiff had since seen the defend- 
ant, but had been “unable to arrive at an 
amicable settlement of tho matter ; and, 
in consequence, he had no alternative but to 
_ bring the case hefore the Court. It was his 
opinion that his goods lind been negligently and 
improperly stowed, and had been subjected to 
the elemei 
Plaintiff, in cross-examination by Mr. 
































was no material damage to any other portion 
of the cargo. His goods appeared to have 
fared the worst, and he considered their con- 
dition was strong prima facie evidence that 
they had been improperly ‘stowed, but he had 
no further evidence to prove that fact. The 
reason lie had not pressed his claim sooner, 
was because he had been using friendly meas 
to come to a settlement with the Captain, bi 
had failed. 

Mrs. Ropents, the wife of the plaintiff, 
corroborative evidence as to the damage the 
goods had sustained, and described the man- 
her in which they’ were packed previous to 
being shipped. 

Mr. Burier, who formerly had the superin- 
tendence of the gedowns and wharts belong- 
ing to Messrs, Russell and Co., deposed that 
he made a survey of the goods the plaintifT 
received by the Golden State, and read a copy 
of the report he made on the occasion. In his 
opinion ‘Tis. 150 was a reasonable “sum at 
which to assess the damage that the goods had 
sustained. 

By the Court—He could not say whether 
any. other portion of the cargo by th 
Golden State was damaged, beside tie goods 
consigned to the plaintiff. It was not 
his duty to examine all damaged cargo. 

Mr, Resstx, on behalf of the defendant, 
did not deny that the plaintiff's goods bad 
been damaged, but he contended that under 
the Iaw relating to varriers defendant was 
exempt from all lia lity. His conten 
was that the damage was caused by leakage 










































of tl wing to heavy weather at sea, 
whiel exemption from liability, being 
either an act of God, or what was styled the 





erils ‘of the sea. ‘That was 
the defence he should offer, and he should 
merely call the defendant’ to prove that 
the vessel did experience heavy weather, aud 
then examine Captain Barton to prove that 
the cargo of the veseel was properly stowed 
and the hatches securely fastened and made 
water-tight with tarpauling, & When he 
had done that, he should submit that the 
defendant was’ entitled to the judgment of 
the Court. 

Defendant was then called, and deposed 
that in 1874 and 1875 he was Captain of 
the Golden State, which was classed A. 1. 
in the American’ Lloyd's, She left New 
York well found in every particular f 
her passage to Shanghai, arri 
on the Sth January, 1875. She “had a 
general cargo. In the lower hold was 
stowed oil and coals, and between decks 
there were about 3,000 bales of goods, and to 
the best of his recollection plaintiff's goods 
were stowed there also. The voyage was an 
unnsually bad one for heavy winds and sea, 
as the log would show. He read several 
extracts to show that heavy winds and 
high seas were encountered in the Indian 
and Pacific Oceans, and explained that on 
i the vessel was inspected 
by amarine surveyor. Several bales of xoods 
were found to be damaged, rome of them 
being quite rotten ; and he had been told 
that they were sold for the benedt of the 
underwriters. No claiins for damages had 
been mace against the ships except 
nent one so far as he knew, but claims 
inst the underwriters, He first 
present claim at Foochow, and 
he returned to New York,” and 
2 when he visited Shanghai in’ Nov. 

‘When he was in Shanghai in 1876 
he heard nothing about it. 

By the defendant—He could produce docu- 
mentory evidence that there were clain 
against the underwriters, These, of cours 
were hy parties who had insured their good 
There were no private claiins against the ship. 

Captain Bartox deposed that he inspected 
the Golden State when she arrived at Shang. 
in January, 1875, and saperintended the 
discharge of her cargo. He gave two certi 
cates, like the copies now produced, certify- 
ig that the hatehes were properly ‘secured, 
the cargo well stowed and properly dunnaged, 
and that any damage must result from streg 
of weather and not from neglect. 

Mr, Resste briefly summed u 
the Court 
damage 
and perils of the sea evempted the defer 
from liability, and cited authorities in support 
of his argument. 

Plaintiff replied at great length, maintaining 
that when the Golden State arrived she showed 


dangers and 









































































the case to 













Rennie, said he was uuder the impression, 
from what Mr. Hitch told him, that there 


no signs of having encountered bad weather, 





and that the exemptions from liability claimed 
on behalf of the defendant were only’ applicable 
in cases where it was utterly impossible, 
under any circumstances, to escape the 
damage, and such had not been shown to be 
the case in this instance. 

‘The Count reserved its decision, 














MIXED COURT. 


Shanghai, 7th Jan, 
Before the Chinese Magistrate Cues and 
€.T. Garpsen, Esq., British Assessor, 
Daring Attempt to Rob a Ship. 
A well-known thief was charged with bei 
icernedd with three others (who escaped), 
an attempt to rob the ship Titania, on 
Saturday morning last, while at anchor in the 
river. It appeared that the prisouer and 























companions took « boat frem the shore, and 
6 


at about three o'clock on the morni ed 
ide the Titania, ‘Their move 
c silent, that they were not 
heard by the seaman who was on watch. 
He had gone into the galley, where there was 
a fire, aud a few minutes afterwards fancying 
he heard a slight noise at the side of the sip, 
went out on deck to see what caused it. 
He there saw the prisoner standing on tho 
deck, helping to hoist a pig of lead over the bul- 
wark-rail, being assisted by another man who 
had climbed up the side of the ship, hut was 
hanging on outside the rail. ‘The watehman 
ran towards them, whereupon the man outside 
slipped down into the boat, which the two 
oarsmen hastily rowed off and got clear. 
prisoner ran along the ship into the fo 

castle, and was of course 

Magistrate prison 
strong healt! for six mon 
in care of the Municipal Police (during which 
time he is to be kept at work) ; and at the ex- 
piration of the term to be brought up again to 
he further dealt with, 









































Outrage on @ Native Resident in the Settlement. 


TEA (ing-ching), who for six or seven 
years past has been proprietor of a large and 
Well-comducted tea-house establishment in the 
Canton road, appeared to answer a charge, 
brought against lim by the nephew of a Wei- 
pu, or police-mandarin, of having sefrauded 
the Chinese cust The 1 a8 nearly ag 
can he translated fron 18 Version, 
was that the accuved ta qniet and 
respectable man a long » 

t appeared from the statements made in 
Court, by Mr. Stripling and Mr. Fowler, that 
about ten years ago the accused was a lekin 
rauner, but having given up that calling, 
went into partns aig some time afterwar 
with the Wei-pu's nephow. They subsequently 

and accused, gradually extendiig his 



































Ever since the dissolution of partnership, the 
Wei-pu's nephew has been in the habit. of 
borrowing, but never repaying, money from 
the accused, the demand generally increasing 
1 the approach of the Cl New. 
Last year the nephew sent two men, Pa and 
Wang, to accused's shop, at different times, 
and demanded $30 and $15, which sun 
‘cousedl paid—the $30 to Pu and $15 to Wang. 
his year, the nephew seut another messe:t- 
ger, with a demand for $50 ‘The acensed 
‘ectined to eubmit to the squeeze any longer, 
nd telling the messenger that he was well 
protected by Jaw in thi 
refused to pay the mon 
that, on Sunday night, the 30th December, 
's shop was visited hy four runners 
City, who demanded payment of the 
$50: Accused’ still. refused to comply, repeat> 
ig that he was living protected in the Settle- 
tient, and adding that the runners had nothing 
todo with him, ‘The reply was that they 
would see about that, and’ producing what 
they said was alegal warrant, insisted on 
arresting accused and taking him there and 





















































the Canton road, 
and into the Shantung road, One of the 
runners went to the Central Police Station, 
and producing another card, asked for 
the assistance of a Municipal Policeman, and 
endeavoured to make it appear that accused 











was a very bad olfender. “Mr. Fowler, how: 
ever, Was neither satisfied with the runner's 





Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


The AC. Herald and & C. & C. Gasette. Tan. 10, 1878. 











statement, uor the appearance of the card he 

roduced as his warrant of authority, aud 
Birected a constable to go with the runner. 
and bring the accused to the Station. A state- 
ment was there made by the runners to the 
effect that, about ten years ago, acensed 
had been charged with squeezing the Custome, 
by receiving bribes and letting people off pay: 
ment of duties. After hearing this state- 
ment, Mr, Fowler liberated accused on his 
gyn bond to appear at the Slixed Court on 
‘Wednesday last, but that day being a holiday 
the case was not then investigated, and Friday 
was appointed for the hearing, The case 
was then called on, and the Wei-pu again 
wanted lo txke accused to the Taotai’s 
yamén, saying that it was not “ foreign pidgi 
At all, but belonged to the Chinese; but the 
Police refused to let him go; and ultimately 
to-day was fixed for the full investigation. 
However, neither the Wei-pu, his nephew, 
the man’ Pu, nor the runners appeared } 
and Wang has died since last year. 

‘The accused appeared, aud denied all the 
charges made against him, 

The Assessor said it’ appeared that the 
card, or warrant, upon which the runuers bad 
acted, was one of a few that were is-ued in 
1864, tho object being to enable the immediate 
arrest of persous suspected of piracy or theit, 
or for use on any sudden emergeney, in order 
to avoid the loss of time involved in going 
and applying for the ordinary warrant, 
during which interval the suspected persons 
might have excaped. It was during the time 
of the T'aiping rebellion, and the ‘Settlement 
was much infested with thieves and pirate 
of all kind 

‘Mr, Fowzer said the card produced at th 
Ceutral Police Stati rag not one of those 
alluded to by the Assessor ; it looked like an 
ordinary lekin card. 

Mr, SrripLis¢ added that lekin cards were 
not issued as warrants for the npprehension 
of persons, but only as a means of identifica: 
tion of the holder, showing lie was authorised 
to act as a lekin r 

‘The Assessor said the case looked like an 
attempt at squeezing a little money for the 
Chinese New Year. 

‘The MaotsrRare said that the accused was 
arrested on a warrant issued while Sir Harry 
Parkes way Consul and ‘Ting Futai Taotai at 
Shanghai. ‘The ‘Taotai has verbally informed 
me that he knows defendant and that he is a 
bad character, 

Mr, Fowsen repeated that the runners did 
not produce any such warrant ab the Police 








































































Station, though it was possible that one of 
them might have had it in his possession, 
But this could not be considered a case of 


‘emergency at all ~ the accused had long resided 
iu the Settlement, was in a large way of busi 
nese, and could be found at any time ; besides 
which, the offerices alleged against him were 
anid to have taken place about ten years ago, 

‘The Assessor said that when the Settle- 
ment was cleared of the people for whove 
Apprehension tho eard-warrunts were insued, 
they fell into disuse, and Mr. Penfold had 
told him that he had not seen one for several 
years, 

After a consultation with the Magistrate, 

‘The Assessor said it was required tat 
the accused should enter into a bond to 
appear at the Mixed Court within 14 days, if 
tie Chitese authorities should produce any 
evidence against him. If there were ay 
witnesses fortheoming, fourteen days would be 
1e for them to come to Couet. ‘The 
Police, iri the mean re to take care 
that the accused wa: 
dragged out of the Settlement, 































Wo have seen one of the card-warrants 
issued in 1864, when the Chinese established 
a Wei-pu-foh in the foreign Settlement. The 
cards were issued by the anutual consent 
of the Consuls and Chinese Authorities, 
and Mr, Penfold infor us that four of 
them only were issued to constables of 
the Wei-pu-foh, it being arranged that on 
one of the cards being produced at a 
Police Station the Police would detain any 
fone then brought there; or, in comp 
with the constable presenting the card, 
arrest ar accused Chinaman, ‘The prisoner 
was to be detained at the Police Station, and 
taken before the Mixed Court at the next 
silting, to be dealt with there as the 
ese Magistrate foreign Assessor thought 
proper. The object was that, in those 
troublous times, the Settlement should not 


























Become the harbour of thieves and pirates, 
by enabling them to be apprehended before 
they had time to leave the Settlement, 
as, before a formal warrant could have been 
obtained for their apprehension, they might 
have escaped, Atthat time (1864) the card- 
warrants were very useful, but Mr. Penfold 
has not seen one for years, although the 
office is still in existence. 








‘The wording on the card-warrant is as fol- 
lows, On the face, 
“Shanghai. 
“Mosierat Poutce Force 
“ Warrant Card. 
“Approved by Municipal Couneil, 
186. 





* “Superintendent of Police.” 
This bore the Municipal Council Stamp. 

‘On the reverse, the card bears the following 
inseription, in English and Chine 
“Porice Carp, No. — 

“No person is allowed to use this card 











except the constable to whom it belongs ; and 
any other person 
assum 





ing it, or otherwi 
the office of constable, wil 
t according to law. 

“The constable is required when perform- 
ing duty without police uniform to. produce 
the card when required, in proof of his au- 
thority to act as constable,” 


alsely 
be pro- 
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URN OF GRIMINAD CASES, UEARD 











‘2m oe 
24 


REMARKS, 
ither deported or bound over to keep the peace. 








| Either because other gaols fall oF because offences 
‘committed in other jurisdiction. 

it in Ningpo, the last week 
first tree weeks ig November. ~ 
(i) In December crime much diasiuished, there were 
antiy any exces of old offenders. The police state that 
this eatiefactoy state of affairs is entirely due to the 
action taken by Ms, Davoaport, Her Majosts’s Consal, 











Of the cases flogged— 

15 were lads. 

9 were for brutal assaults on women and children. 

3 Fobbery from person with volenea, 

1 for offence under sentence. 

2 incorrigible offeuders. . 

11 owing to gaols being foll. It wasiinpossible togive 
other sentence. 


‘The fines wore disposed of as follows :— 












‘Shansi Famine . 

Fohkien 

‘Municipal Council, according to regulation for 
iminution of general expenses, prisoner's 
elothiing, &c,, Bese eessssseseeteseeeesee 287.00 

Plasotits 101.00 


Hospitale 
‘Total... 





‘Tho fines, howover, were not. all paid in some cates, 
Imprisunmout waa inflicted in lieu thereof, 











GExtragts, 








SALT MANOFACTURE IN INDIA. 
(Pioneer. ) 

‘The salt manufacture at the Sambhar Lake 
is in an eminently prosperous condition, 
Every year proves more strongly the wisdom 
of the policy by which the monopoly of this 
vast reservoir of salt was acquired from the 
native governments, ‘They were unable to 
regulate the manufacture themselves, and 
derived little pecuniary advantage from it ; 
hile in the hands of the Inland Customs De- 
partment the outturn of salt from the lake is 
yearly ivereasing, and the demand for it ox- 
panding. ‘The object with which the Govern. 
eut has entered into the manufacture of 
salt at Sambbar is not to make a profit out 
but to supply, at the lowest rato 

r, duty-payingealt. ‘The profit 
derived from the duty levied 
































of the State 
‘on each maund as it passes the custome line ; 
and content with the revenue thus accruing, 





the Government's sole aim is to reduce to a 
minimum the other factors which make up tho 
‘pr ‘of salt to the consumer, ‘This policy 
ina been greatly facilitated hy the extension 
of the Rajpootna Railway, syatom, aud th 
acquisition of the Sambhar Lake, | A reduc- 
tion of 11.8 per cent. in the sale price of salt ab 
the Ike was made in 1875-76, and a further 
reduction of 15.31 per cent. in the present 
year. The average price per maund, exclusive 
df course of the customs duty, was seven 
annas ten pie during 1876-77, a4 against ten 
1870-71, and Mr. Halsey hopes he 
ng to see his way to till 
further reduction, The effect of the 
tione in the selling pric 
of the low rates of freight 0} 
Rajpootana Stato Railway has agreed to 
charge, are to be seen in the steady fall in 
the price of thie article in the Carwnpore 
market. In 1874 Sambhar_ salt was sold at 
Re. 5.11.6 the maund, in 1875 at Rs, 4.12.11, 
and last year at Re. 4.5.2. 
clude the duty livied on the salt on its 
‘he customs line. Itis creditable to the 
ration of the department that while 
the consumer year by year pays less (or salt, 
the net revenue of the customs is steadily 
increasing. Among the improvements effected 
‘of late in the management of the Sambhar 
Lake monopoly, is one which the native traders 
are beginning to fully appreciate. ‘The agency 
undertakes to supply good average quality of 
salt, in quantities not less than 50 maunds, 
at § annas per maund, to any would-be pur- 
chaser who should first of all depos 
value, plus duty and cost of bags, in the 
local treasury of the district. ‘The’ treasury 
thereupon grants a receipt to the depositor, 
and on its transmission to Sambhar, the 
agency immediately forwards the consignment 
by railway to the purchaser, At first the 
ian did not work well; but after some of 
its details had been altered, and the native 
traders found that they were thus supplied with, 
salt of a good quality, they have thoroughly. 
realised its merits. 'It is understood that 
many down-country traders, who have hitherto 
sent agents to reside at the Inke during the 
business season, will no longer do so alter 
this monsoon, “As the report says, ‘they 
are becoming satisfied that we mean honest 
dealing, and that they can trust us.” 
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SIR EDMUND HORNBY ON THE RESIDENTS 
IN HONGKONG. 
(Yo the Editor of the Spectator.) 

Sm,—In a paragraph in the Spectator of 
Inst wosk you draw attention to the action of 
‘Mr. Pope Heunessy with reference to the 
Hongkong jail, in which you allow an infer- 
ence to be drawn by the British public that 
foreign residents of Hongkong look with 
favour on a system of prison discipline which 
is cruel aud unnecessary towards Chinese 
prisoners, I am not going to pronounce any 
opinion on the course pursued by the 
Governor, because I do not know sufficiently 
the facts on which he has been, or is acting ; 
but I think you are a little bard upon the 
ts. i years I acted 
Judge for China 
Thad frequent opportunities, and 
to inquire into 




















ail, 
Bhsoghai the 
mainland by British authority had to b 
to Hongkong, there to undergo their several 
terms of imprisonment. Tt became therefore 
my duty to look into the discipline of the 
place in which they were confined, and I did 

ways once a year, and frequently more 
often. 

‘While the jail was under the 
Into Mr, Douglas, I ly 
make, and that in the direoti 
in thia way I thor 
ith the visiting ma 

f them bei 
regards 
ir oonfinemont was ma 
able, and that the prison was likely to become 
‘a place of rather too favourite resort; in 
other words, tho prisoners wore ao well 
treated that’ their confiaomont almost coased 
to be a punishment, Your table of fig 
might seem couclusive to any one who 
not know the character of the criminal 
population of Hongkong. ‘The lower cl 
6f Chinese who inhabit the colony, 
floe to it from the maiuland, 
the most dangerous, per: 
dinate of any crimi 
amount of crime committed by them in Hong- 
kong is astounding, bearing no comparison 
with that committed in avy other part of 
the world ; while the difficulty of detection 
and bringing offenders to justice is almoat 

youd belief, as the more respectable 
Chinese dare not give evidence, in conse- 
quence of the terror exercised over them by 
Sho, gauge of rulfians living in their mide, 

Japs you will be astonished to bear that 
it is unsafe for » European to take a walk 

island alono oven in broad daylight, 
, accompanied with terrible 
and cruel violence, are of common occurrence 
in the streots, ‘Tho offences against prison 
ipline of which the perpetrators of these 
crimes are guilty daring their confinement, are 
‘such ag, in my humblo jadgment, can only 
be punished or checked by severe corporal 
punishment ; aud although it ought not to be 
administered except with dne precaution 
against excessive severity aud danger to life, 
Tami certain that it will bo impossible to 
maintain the necessary amount of discipline 
without it, As to expecting that Chineso 
turnkeys will in the face of the consequences 
that may ensue to them, do their duty, I 
simply do not expect anything of the kind 
but of this T am certain, that so far as th 
foreign residents of Hongkong are concerned, 
it is no feeling of inhumanity, or care 
regard of how Chinese criminals are treated, 
which induces them to forward complaints to 
Loudon on the subject of the changes intro- 
@uced by their new Governor, 

It requires very stiff upper lip and the 

exercise of most unpleasant firmness to main- 


























































































REUTER’S TELEGRAMS. 
(Supplied to the Daily Press.”) 





London, 26th December. 
‘The Emperor of Russia, replying to an | 
address presented to him at St. Petersburg, 








said that much stil remained to be done, and 
that he hoped to accomplish Russia's mission, 
Servian troops have captured Akpalanka, 
Leskouvat od Kurchumlje, 
After severe fighting, lasting for eight 
hours, Servian troops have crossed th 
ava, and have commenced bombardit a 
The bombardment of Erzeroum is declared 
to be imminent. 














28th December, 
Servian troops have effected a junction with 
the Russian troops that are now advancing 
towards Sophi: 

semi-officially stated at St, Petersburg 
the adjournment of the opening of the 
British Parliament encourages the Porte to 
which will compel the latter to 

march to Constantinople. 










29th December. 
‘The Sultan of Turkey has vent to the British 
Government soliciting their mediation between 
himself and the Emperor of Russia; the 
ish Government have consented to his 
request. 
ustria has warned Servia not to carry on 
war in [? carry the war into] Bosnia aud 
Herzegovina, 














30th December. 

It is semi-officially stated that Russia is 

willing to entertain peace proposals coming 

direct from Turkey, but that mediati 
inadmissible, 








TELEGRAMS. 
(Straits Times Eztra. ) 


Lonilon, 1st December. 
1g toa Turkish official des 





3 sha is orgau: 
ising © camp of 50,000 men at Adrianople. 
Ahmed Eyoub Pasha bas been ap 
commander of the Turkish forces in the Schipka 
Pass, Ghazi Mukhtar telegraphs that he is 
with the force at his disposal, to de- 
Erzeroum. ‘Tho Britieh Mediterrauean 









over 


are building two 
‘The Roumanians 


‘occupied Lompalanka, 
from which place the Turka have ratreated to 
Widdin. A despatch from Mehermed 
dated the 29th No 














had unsuccessful, I posi- 
tious at Uerkrough ond Etropol, 

According to a official despatch, the 
Turks, on the27th Nov,, abaudoued Chaz sani, 





near Batoum, which the Russians occupied on 
the ‘following day, Uesides capturing the 
camp. ‘The Italian Ambassador at Constant. 
inople has addressed a protest to the Porte 
against the stoppage of Italian vessels in the 

horus, The Porte haa offered ample 
satisfaction, The condition of the Pope's health 
has changed for the worse. 











3rd December. 

Nows from Erzeroum, dated Ist Dec., states 
that perfect communication exists with Trebi- 
zond and the interior, The Russians are 
wintering in the plains of Passin. ‘Ihe Russian 
advanced guard is at Deveboyun, 

‘The latest news from the seat of war in 
Bulgaria statesthat after the loss of Provitz and 
Etropol the Turks retreated to the Balkans. 
‘The defeat of the Russians at Uerkrough, 
beyond Etroyo), about which Alehemed Pasha 
BY 




















loyraphed on the 29th ultimo, is confirmed. 

‘Russians unsuccessfully attacked the Tur- 
kiah positions at Kawarli, situated south of 
Statites. 









tain proper discipline amongst the ruffians a 
who by aeciden, rather than by th The maneago 0 Eronieor ee tenes 
$f Justiog, find their way into Hongkong Jail. | urges the earliest resumption of specie -pay- 


, Lam as humane as most men, bat 
perience of twenty years has convinced 
that in countries where no rational system 
of education exists, and where the object of 
i ma, from fear or other 
tive, to be to screen criminals rather than 
in ‘bringing them to justice, sentimental 
notions as to corporal punishment, or the 
rticular place where it should be indicted, 























Bre altogether out of place—I am, Sir, &e 
Honey. 
Lato Her Majesty's Chief Judge 





for China and Japan. 


ments, aud recommends a bi-metallic currency 
and tho payment of bonds in gold. 

London, 4th December. 

‘The Turkish troops in Orchanie and the a 
jacent positions aro falling back on Sophii 

5th December. 

‘A despatch from Meheied Pasha states that 

onthe3rdinst., the Russians madeau unsuccess 

fal attack on the Turkish left wing at Kamarli, 

nouth of Statitza, but were defeated with 

¢ loss and compelled to fall back. Prince 

















his soldiers. The Turkish Parliament is con- 
yoked for the 13th December. Sir Stafford 
Northeote, speaking yesterday at a Conserva- 
tive demonstration, repected the Government's 
determination to observg a conditional neutral- 
ity, aud its readiness to mediate on a fitting 
occasion, 













‘The Khedive has d 
forcement of 6,000 men to the Ex 
tingeut serving iu Turkey, ‘The Khedive has 
applied to the British Foreign Office to desig. 
nate an Englishman of the highest p. 
Councillor to tl >. ‘The app 
will not be special. ‘the Foreigu Office has 
not yet sent an answer, 


London, 6th Decomber. 

Latest advices state that the Ruvsians. now 
occupy the entrances to the Balkans in the 
defiles of Greota and Statitza. 

‘he Intest despatch from Mehemet Pacha 
states that the Lurks are advancing, whilat 
the Russians are retreating before them, 
Suleiman Pacha telegraphs that he has cap: 
tured Elena, besides taking many prisoners 
and much war material, aud inflicting @ loss 
of 3,000 men on the enemy. 

‘The capture of Elena fre 
and Slivno passes from I 
man Pasha, with a ‘Turki 
ailvaneing upon Tirnova, 











the Hainboghaz 
n attack, Sulei- 
army corps, is 








7th Decomber, 
A despatch from Ghazi Ahmed Mukhtar 
tes that there are still three fect of snow 
at Erzeroum, and that a Russian corps of 
observation is stationed at Deveboyun, whilat 
the remainder of the Russian troops are scat- 
tered in the surrounding villages, 
According to unoflicial Turkish accounts, 
urkish division is close to Tirnova, ‘Thi 
occupied Popkoi aud Kesrova 
reinforcements are hurrying to 
of the Russian foree which was driven 









































8th December. 
bombard- 
which 
was driven from Elena has been reinforced 
and is coucentrated at Racowitza, where the 

‘Turks have made an attack but) wer 
Hed to fall back, followed by 
Battalions of the Russian 10 
Turki 


















WF right 
the follow. 


wing. The R 
i sonditio 








9th December, 
A severe storm lias ts lace along the 
Suez Canal, causing a total interruption of 
telegraphic ‘aud railway communication be. 
tween Lommailia and Suez. 
‘twenty-five steamers aro delayed near the 
Bitter Lak 


Alexandri 














London, 9th Decemb 
up to’ 17th Novembi 





is 





announced to have been 74,858 men, Mehemed 
Pashia has appointed Baker Pasha Commander 
According to uns 

ma is amply 


of a Turkish Division. 
official Turkish accoun 








ve unsuccees 
ws at Etropol 
thet the Russians are 
retreat on the Sophia 


+ 10th December. 
Frequent Cabinet Councils are being held, 
Suleiman Pasha hay established his head- 

quarters at Alimedlic, Bad weather inter- 

rupts military operation at Kamali, Rus- 
sian reinforcements are arriving at Erzeroum 
from Kars, ‘The weather continues snowy. 

Skirmishes are taking place at Batoum, 

total Russian lose ia now given as 

74,495 men up to 6th December. Fuad Pasha 

coumands at Elena, where he is making active 

military preparations to prevent its recapture, 

Bad weather has suspended operations in tho 

direction of ‘Tirnova, 























Plevna hina fallen after 8 
the 9th instant, the gar un- 
conditionally. 'Osman Pasha was wounded. 
General Melikoff has arrived at Hassankale, 

12th December, 
mber of prisoners taken by the 
¢ Plevna was 40,000 men, besides 




















of Sorvia has made warlike address to | 


10,000 sick. ‘The slaughter is described a3 
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being very great. It is semi-officially stated 
that Russia intends to presecute the war 
further. The Czar and Prince Gortschakoff 
will return to St. Petersburg next week. 








Glippings. 








‘Who and what was Sants Claus? has 
been so frequently asked of late, that, in 
order to satisfy the curiosity aroused, we 
give the following brief memoir of the 
ancient worthy, from Webster: — St. 
Nicholas, the patron saint of boys. He 
is said to have been Bishop of Myra, and to 
have died in the year $26. The youn 
were universally taught to revere him, and 
the popular fiction which represents him ss 
the bearer of presents to children cn 
Christmas Eve, is well-known. He is the 
Santa Claus (or Klaus) of the Dut 
Yonge says :—“‘ St. Nicholas is said to have 
supplied three destitute maidens with 
marriage portions by secretly leaving money 
at their window ; and as his day occurred 
just before Christmas, he was thus made 
the purveyor of the gifts of the season to 
all children in Flanders and Holland, who 

wut out their shoe or stocking in the con- 

Raence that Santa Klaus, or Knecht Clobes, 
‘as they call him, will put in a prize for 
ood. conduct before morning.—Another 
figend described the saint as having brought 
three murdered children to life again ; and 
this rendered him the patron of boys, 
especially schoolboys.” : 














‘Tho Nagasaki Cosmépolitan. Press says 
the subject of Registration for servants 
employed by foreigners is once more 
occupying the attention of the officials and 
also the foreign Press. ‘* Happily this time 
‘everyone is in favor of its being carried out, 
‘although the outcry was great some years 
ago when it was first proposed. ‘The num- 
ber of valuable articles missing at ti 
has made the recalcitrants withdraw their 
objections. If it prevailed at the present 
time some degree of security might bo 
felt at the coming new year, when your boy 
declares that some dear relative is sick and 
that it is absolutely necessary that he 
should go and see him. He goes, und in 
most. instances a watch or some other 
valuable, with a great. portion of your ward- 
robe, with him. The thief -not being 
Imown, or registered by the police, cannot 
‘be traced, so the sufferer has to grin and 
bear his losses."—An pent ‘was made to 
carry out the principle in Shanghai a few 
years ago, but it fell through, so few poople 
caring to avail themselves of it, 








‘Tho British barque Ridstone, which went 
ashore on the 5th November on tho Brill Keef, 
65 miles south west of China, while on a voy 
ago from New York to Yokohama, and was 
bolioved to be a total wreck, has been got off, 
and was taken into Singapore harbour on the 
19th ult., in tow of the steamer Rosa. A 
lump sum of £500, the Straits Times under- 
stands, was the amount agreed to be paid for 
ing her off. Tho vessel has about 10,000 








. 
Gases “of Kerosine on board, uot the least 
damaged, besides other cargo uninjured. 


On the 9th November a lecture on China 
was delivered by T. Jenner, Esq., in the Rooms 
of the British and Foreign School at Long 
Milford, nese Sudbury. The lecture was 
illustrated by numerous views of scenes and 
events in China, as also specimens of the 
literature and a variety of other objects. ‘The 
leoturer gave specimens of the marvellous 

jowers. of special adaptation of ‘Stoker's 

Inemonie System for Memorising the Chinese 
Characters. “A Chinese ballad and other 
varieties illustrative of the manuers and 
‘eustoms of the people enlivened the occasion ; 
and the lecture concluded with a brief account 
of the introduction of the Bible into China, 
the meeting having been called in the interest 
of the British and Foreign Bible Society. On 
the motion of Mr. A. Wolie, Agent of the 
Society in China, seconded by Mr. J, G. Steed, 
whearty vote of thauks to the lecturer was 


pasted by acolamation—L; d 0, Express, 























Woe learn that the German barque Gustav 
Adolph, Captain Neimann, has been on shore 
at the entrance of Chefoo harbour. She was 
bound in to Chefoo from this port, and on or 
about the 19th ultimo, about 7 o'clock in the 
morning, ran on one of the many sunken 
rocks in the neighbourhood. The weather 
was very bad at the time, thero being a stiff 
N.E. breezo and heavy sea. She remained ia a 
very critical position for four days, assistance 
meanwhile having arrived from Chefoo. What 
little cargo was in her (about 1,000 piculs 
iron and mats) was discharged into beats, but 
the masts bad to be cut away before she 
floated, and she was then towed by means of 
ordinary pulling boats, into Chefoo, where 
she now lies, The vessel, although saved, has, 
we understand, sustained such severe damage 
that she has been condemned, and will be 
sold by public auction. The Harbour Master, 
assisted by Mr. Consterdine, rendered valu- 
able assistance.—China Mail. 

Sir Salar Jung has apparently had enough 
of lady. doctors. ‘Dr. Nanoy Monelle, who 
was put in charge of a dispensary at tiyder- 
abad, bas now marzied, and gone away’ with 
her Husband to Luekn Nizam’s Gov- 
ernment have no intention, it is said, of ap- 

inting a successor to ber, and the Dispensary 
» Afzul Gunj is therefore permanently closed. 
the Decean Advertiser remarks :—"That an 
jount of good has been effected 
g,the last tro or threo yen, ia 
unquestionable. Upwards of 40,000 cases 
were treated, and we may take it for granted 
that a large proportion of these would never 
have been submitted to a (male) Doctor. 
adds our contemporary is to be 

















































‘was not ouly among the busiest of its working 

bees, but an ornament of ite social circl 

Cheery, bright and witty, the Lady Doctor 

will Tong bo missed.” Dr. Nancy Mourlle 

as wow become Dr. Monelle Mansel.—A/adrae 
ai 











In Jay 
dry Iand, 
slanted to, 
Tnrgely cultivated, and. is 
good crops of a quality not at all inferior to 





that grown in water. It has lately been 
introduced into Senegal, aud its cultivation is 
attended with such success that it threatens 
to raede the ordinary mode of 
paddy cultivation, ‘The Government of Indi 
which is always iaudal 

the welfare of that Empire hy practical exper- 
iments of the kind, should turn its attention 
to the matter, and i i 














& 
















enormous ste z 
recurrence of famines will have 
No longer dependent on the  periodi 
for the prodeetion of his crop of 
Indi mn ryot will be able to supply h 

‘out difficulty or fear of fami 
m of irrigation works on the most 
gnificent scale could not compare for its 
results with the benefits to be derived from 
the introduction of a means of growing rice 
in India without water.—T'he Colonies. 

















An Osaka correspondent of the Hiogo News 
writes -—‘ Nearly six years ago I ventured 
to predict that Osaka would become an im. 

jortant manufacturing city, ard even went 80 
ar as to suggest to the local authoritice the 
founding of a school of mavufactures. Here 
is an interesting extract from th Engineer of 
Septembor 14th, apropos of thi 

‘If the nows from Yokohama is correct, our 
Japanese trade is seriously threatened by tho 
ingenuity of Japanese workmen. A letter 
has been received by a large manufacturing 

gham from its agent in Yoko- 
hama, in which he says :—' The Japanese are 
ing a number of articles which I 
yrchased from you, at prices beyond 
ity of European ‘competition, 
a number of different clacees of 
merchandize are being made iu this country, 
and Europeaus are obliged to discontinue im- 
porting in consequence. Since I last wrote 
Jon T Eave heen cffered a large order for your 
goods, but at a price at which I should lose 
‘about 10 per cent., yet a factory at Osaka has 
taken the order and is now making the goods.” 
‘These Asiatics, the writer says, undersell 
every labour market which they enter, and 
out 



























every civilized artizan at bis own trade. 
‘The Japanese; he: remarks, are always ready 


robbing Hyderabad of one who | th 





In | Ler 


tolearn, and to outvie everything that the 
‘West does, and this they do on less food, less 
air, (!) and less clothiog than any civilized 
workman. It is the conviction of the agent 
of this Birmingham firm that the Jepanese 
‘ will become formidable rivals of ell kinds of 
Western manufsctarera,’” 

Among the many industries of Japan is the 
manufacture of bird-lime ; and an interesting 
account is given in Consul Annesley's com- 
mercial report on Osaka and Hiogo for the 
past year of the various uses to which thie 
article is put by the Japanese. It is, of 
course, principally employed for the snaring 
of birds and animals. By its means animale 
as large as moukeys are caught; When once 
they get the stuff on their paws they soon 
cover themselves with it, and so exhaust 
hemeelves in trying to get rid of it that they 
fall an easy prey. Birds also as large as ducke 
are taken by an ingenious process. ‘The young 

joots of the fugi (Wisteria), which are strong, 
light, aud flexible, are Knotted together, 
smeared with bird-lime, and floated out to sea, 























any number of times 
i ‘Small birds aro 
caught in various ways—some by means of a 
decoy bird concealed near a patch of tempting 
food, which is plentifully planted with little 
splinters of bamboo like large needles, the 
upper half of which is covered with time, 
Others are caught while on trees by means. of 
8 long an 





lender bamboo, the top of which is 
ith tl lime and then scealthily 
thrust against their feathers. Ruts are easily 
caught by spreading a small quantity on a 
piece of board or paper, and placing it near 
holes. It is spread upon a bamboo leaf, 
| during the summer for entehing flies 
or other insects, Flea-traps are made for its 
service, and occasionally used by the Japanese 
in bed.’ ‘This trap looks like a toast-rack, and 
of a piece of board smeared on’ the 
wurface with tho lime, surmounted bi 
icles vf bamboo to keep the bedding of 
the board, Bird-lime is aloo used by the 
Japanese for medicinal yurpores, and. i con- 
sidered one of the best cures for wounds, cuts, 
&o, Japan is the only. country where it is 
ularly manofactured on a. largo aca, the 
principal tree from which it is made being a 
dark evergreen groming on the mouutaiua in 
the south,—Pall Malt Budget, 


en 
PASSENGERS, 


Drvanre, 
ivoshima Maru, for Nagaeski— 
Miss M. Tallis. For Yokohama—Mrs, 8, Witt 
and Mr. Hart,” For San Fraucisco—Rev, and 
Mra, 8. Dodd and six children, aud Mr, 8. S, 
Gilbert, 




























Por atr. 








ARRIVED, 
Per str. Saitio Maru, from Japan—Mr, avd 
Mra. Moore and 3 chi i jotz, 
1 Stahel, Messrs, J.’ A. Stowart, P, 
mous, O. Fooke, P. Roulez, W.’ iM. 
T. M. nd ‘Tuck-ching 5 2 










Tunsin, from Nanking—Captain 


Per str. Mirzapore, from Brindit 
Wimberly. “From Hongkong —R 
Palmer sad infant, Mre, Dra 
Br, and Mra. Grant, a1 
str. Tigre, from Mare 
Mre. J. Powrie, Mr. and Mrs 
and Mrs. Allen, Mi 
Baugh Allen, Guild, Camero 
Clements, and Mackenzie. 
—Mra, Marriotti. From Hougkong—Mi 
Mra, Seamat 

Por str. Leeyuen, from Hongkong—Mr. 
Steglich. 

Per str. Haining, from Chefoo—Mr. and 
Mra, Sclunidt, 
Per str. Chinkiang, from Hongkong—Bir, 
































vi. 
Per str. Europe, from Foochow—M 
Paterson and Scott. 

Per str. Hankow, from Hankow—Mr, and 
Mrs, Skatchkoff and Mr. Piatkoff, From 
Wulu—Mr, Allen, 


Levine. 

Per str. Geelong, for Southampton—Mr. W. 
J. Paynter. For Hongkong—Mrs. Glover 
and Amal, Mics S: Price, Messrs. W. 3f, 
Davies, I. M. Osborne, J. 0. Taylor, G. By 
| Young, and'Ai Goetd and servant, 
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Pioals, | Picule, Picule, | Picals,_|Pieuls, 
iNew York 14.32) .. 8a.[Suly31|New York] 1.20) 343 344.95 
” g |Aug. 7/Yokohama 2.24) 2.24 
- |New York| ... 00} 95.60 
a sliagiaakt Sai, as) 103.13) > 11447 
« Tokio Mara 20)New York a ee: 1:31] 2,805.13] 2,806.44 
‘A ZoNageackl (Tokio Bara .... 5, |... 21 re : 
29)Hiogo eae  21/San F'eisco 
Menelaus New York Tokio Mara 21,Chieago 
H \Jaly10| Yokohama] Glenro;  24'New York 
1d|W'diostock Saikio 
19\New York INegoya Bar ‘Sept, Chicago 
wy » 2,007: al Negoys Barn. ‘4Hiogo 














Glenorchy 

















“at'New York!” 61.53) “960.19 

















WSan Feiscol 4.79) 75) 








pa ARS Sn A 
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EXPORT OF TEAS FROM SHANGHAI AND RIVER PORTS.—SEASON 1877-8. 
‘TO JAPAN AND COAST PORTS AND AMERICA. ‘TO JAPAN AND COAST PORTS AND AMERICA.—Continued. 





















‘Vussni’s Nase. jus Crane | piso. | Guanes. | Tort, | Vusser’s Naz, |Dare| CHA? | Brace. | Guexs. | Tomar, 














Picule, |~Piculs. |~ Piculs. 
Novl2|New York| 675.56] 5,498.81} 6,174.37 
19, 18.33) 3,549.45) 3,567.78 
23) 29.25] 287.66] ‘316.91 


; ical 
Glenengies 
Antenor .. 

























‘okio Maru... 5, * 

2 oo 23)Yokohama}) 1.95) 1.95 

jo Maru | ¥ S\New York| 43.90] 9,061.95 

Loudoun Castle f sy 5 5,292.83 

‘Nagoya Maru. - 3 ye 150.15 

ys an | oe 3}Sam B'eisco} . ” 4)Yokohama 5.28 

Pym i 9\Now York |, 640.241Glenlyon.. \Dec.12/New York 24.94 

Braemar Castlo hae 4/854.031Saikio Mara Wy 522.75 

oY es 562.54 11,837.34] 12,399.83 fa 14|Chicngo 1,098.64 

241Now York} 0.60, 396.49] 397.09] 14lKobe 2.61 

‘i i 24IChicago 766.90] 766.90/Tokio Maru 20|New York 7:81 
Caller Ow... 4 | 21. 27:New York| 1,473.11] 2,579.00) 4,052.11|Gordon Castle.. 5, | <1. 22), 
Hiroshima Mara, [Nov.8 —, : 474.61] '474.61|Sir Lancelot .. aon 

8|Chieago 703. pf 

‘San Fe 12,932.55] 85,229.06 98,161.61 








SHANCHAI SILK AND OPIUM RETURNS, FOR SEASON COMMENCING JUNE J, 1877. 


FROM IMPERIAL MARITIME CUSTOMS. , 





SILE. 
































To Hon 
| cnner"arare, | Magmanessane | 70, [eentOecer earn) toras Gam, Gnaxp Torat, 
| . a 
H Bales Bales, Bales, Bales, 
ola perl Raport Be es Biss a 
Sage ames i id eo Sen 
‘Total. 234 1,788 30,286 3 120,286 
OPrrium. 
RETURN FOR WEEK ENDED 5rx JANUARY, 1878. 
: Maus. eaten, Bevanes, Pras. 
Iuronzen 





Weight. | Cheate, Weight. | Ohaate, Weight, | Oheuts, —Welght 
py ss Co 7200 ® 600 


2180 






a 200 








21.00 

















Foothow. ‘Total. 





Description. Chinkiang. | | Wuba, Hongkong, 










ReRxronm, Jones, weht./chee Wene.lonee, W 
125} 125.60) 14 14.00] 9 
ar oe et 


hte, Weht.|Ohte, Wight, 
12 10260 
3 3.0 


8.00 
















.| 1894 138.0] 


SCOTT O IW—(fiom commencement of New Season, 22nd September, 1877.) 

















































Honaxoxo, &e. Ooaur & RIVERINE Ponts. Saran, Tort, 
Rxport. | Reerport.| iam; | Export. | Reexport. | tiney | Export, | Reexport.| iiamea, 
eo Piouls. Piculs, ‘Piculs. 
Babequant Spans’ eed “hea | ot _ [Siete 
Total, ‘sa,231.88 F % Prey of - 6,082.60 
Avbertisements, INSURANCE. The Marine Insurance 
———————— Aker woleesigned sa Agents for thx Company. 
uitisH AND Fousigx Mawisn Ine — 
STANDARD LIFE sukAwes ‘Oosieany. (Lamers), are” pees ESTABLISHED 1836, 
ASSURANCE COMPANY, |pared to issue Policies by Steamers of _ 
— the Mail, 0.8.8. Co.’s, and “Glen” lines,| CAPITAL.. £1,000,000 
Established 1825. at the following cates :-— RESERVE FOUND.. £ 341,000 
TW undorvigned bogs to notify thatthe aN Risks, I[VHE undersigned is preparéd to accept 


Risks and issue Policies on behalf of 





ower to pass propos Hankow to London, Tes, 29 % 
the Lives of Perrone r Shanghai to London, Tes, 2} 2 Tue Mantxe Inscrance Company by any 


of China or Japan. Shaughai to London, Silk, 14 2 & | First-class Steamer. 
Subject to an immediate cash tmcount of| Rates may be had on application, 


W. 7, PBIPPS, ifeen 5 
Acting Agent & Saoracary te the| 7" Percent 18 2. GEORGE WITHERS, 





‘Local Reard. BUTTERFIELD & SWIRE, “Agent. 
1806 Shanghai, 1st Jan., 1878. duents. Shanghai, 20th Aug., 1877, 
oval (0.8,) 31de tf 1854 Shanghai, 13th June, 187. | 20au/78 638 n 21n0-Zife-2imy 
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COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE. 


SHANGHAI, 9rx JANUARY, 1878. 


Annivats—The P, & O. steamer BMirzapore, and M. M. steamer Tigre, with the London mails of 28rd and 16th 
November; and the sailing vessels Mikado, from London, and Belle Morse, from New York. 











| 





PIECE GOODS.—Thero is little to chronicle to-day in regard to the business done here in Piece Goods since this day week. Sales have 
been few and trifing, but in the principal Plain Cottons they serve to indicate steadiness and a maintenance of last quotations, such as— 

‘TI, 0.824 for 6-Ibs, Red Pheasant 7. Cloths, I. 0.90 for ordinary 7-lbs. 7. Cloths, and Tis, 1.98} for Blue Stag 7-Iba. Mexicans, Tis. 1.63 

ior Horse and Jockey 8}-lbs. Grey Shirtings, Tis, 1.45 for Red Rhinoceros, and Tle, 1,24 1.25 for large Lie Bagle; ‘Tis. 1.474 for 
Stewart's Lion and Flag 62-reed White Shirtings ; avd Tis. 1.80 per Stewart's R. Dragon l4-Ibs, Drills, and Tis. 1.85 a 1.89} for 15-1bs. 
But, if the market for American goods is to be judged by a sale of 3,000 pieces Lion chop Shectings, at Tls, 2.724 per piece, it is easier, 
 Camlets, assorted Long Ells, and Spanish Stripes bi 
‘extent at last week's rates, and 500 pieces of U.U. Long Ells—scarlet—have commanded a rise or Tis, 6.60 per piece next, while 








also given way co value, but black Lastings have been sold to a limited 





rably | 





yesterday's auction prices for Fisherman Turkey Reds again show a slight improvement, A sale of Velvets was effeoted yesterday at 
Tl. 0.143 per yard ; and one of fine black plain Lustres has been booked at Tls, 3.30 per piece. 


‘The aggregates of the private eal 





ce 2ud instant, as published, are :— 
Grey Shirtings, all weights 
Cloths, do. 

Dritis, Eoglish 


barely 10,000 pieces, 
about 9,000 ,, 
over 8,500 ,, 






















Sheetings, American 3,000, 
Long Ells, Scarlet U.U. 500, 
Lastings, black 200 4, 
Lustves, plain black 300 ,, 
Velvets, Lie Woman 500 5. 
White Shirtings 1,250, 





Most of the Grey Shirtings settled have gone to Japan—to Yokohama—in which market by the 
a healthy tone and a tendency towards improvement, But considerable quantities have been going over there by recent steamers, and 
it is just possible that by this time the demand has been fully satisfied. 

‘We have been told that the Home Export of Plain Cottons for all China, for the month of December, amounts to 28,000,000 yards, 





received written accounts there was 


‘That, if it be true, is rather an imposing igure in the present state of our stock: 





nd market, and we should fancy not very comforting to 
evidently being answered in the affirmati 





holders here. The question we put on the 26th ulto, 






















































0.8. Senriot, [Park tine | Gentian. | Green, | Orange: | as". | White, | Purple. | Black 
Gamlots, Retail prices por pivce..."ix.| 129.0 | 12.1.0 | 1265 | 10.6.0 |'12.0.0 10.8.0 | 10.9.0 
Long tI ” » | 675 | 65.0 | 560 6.25 5 6.7.0 | 6.3.0 
Spanish stripes, yards, | 0.5.6 | 048 | 0.50 0.4.9 105.21 08.0 | 0.5.2 | 04.9 
Yous-Fons, Scarlet. |Dk. Blue,| Gentian, ‘Orange. Purple. | Black. [Brown(Manve,| Lt. Gt. | Zitat 
Auction 3rd instant. H +—| a = 
Comets 8.8.6. p. pee, 312.7075 11.45/5%5 12.2095 10.90 1.774 10.674 hros . {11.55 finesse) | 400 
Sales, p | 100 20 20 10 | ~} 10 | 20 
» GG, ss a 12.15 {10.90 11.724 10.624 i 200 
60 10 10 10 
Sp. Stripes, ossp [oss loss [oss | oso 0.55 126 
54 12 42 3 3 3 
























































J 
Camlets C.P.H. p. peo. 12.95/90 /12.05/12: h20091.97 10.87: esse) | 450 
‘amet P. pe ply E on “2 | HW s/aah 
Long Ells ©.P. 81. p. pot . ; 6.27; 220 
cae oD 60 20 a 
Tasting, Lion |B Bot 10.10 60 
‘Blephant p. pee. 9,25/224} 80 
Sales, pes... 60 
“MISCELLANEOUS. 
Spanish Stripes p. yd. $) 0.563/57 | 0.50 | 0.513 0.454 0.504 72 
‘Vulture, Sales, pes...) 30 18 12 6 6 








Avctioy Sauzs oF Corrox Goops— 


« Fuh Sing.” 7th instant— 
Wuure Sarrtixcs—Flog Chop, 1,000 pieces, at Tis. 1.25 a 1.95} for 56-reed, Tis, 1.333 for GL-reed. Hanpercters—25-incb, 
2,000 dozens, at TI. 0,424 a 0.42 per dozen. Yarx—No, 28, Dewhurst's Eagle, 10 bales, at Tis. 70.00 a 70.75 per bale. 
“Fan Loong. — 
‘T-Crorns—Double Cash Chop, 850 pieces, at Tis. 1.32 for 8-Ibs., Tis. 1.09} for 7-lbs, Jeans—$-lbs, Peacock, 250 pieces, at‘ls, 1.272 
per piece. Vetvers—22-inch Lie Woman, 90 pieces, at ‘Tl. 0.14} per yard. 
“Kin Ming.” —8th instant— 
Grey Surertxcs—8}-Ibe., 3,300 pieces, at Tis. 1.38 a 1.39 for Green Lion, Tis. 1.414 a 1.424 for Blue Lion, Tis. 1.49 a 1.494 for 
Red Lion, and Tis. 1.68 for Hed Ram. T-Croras—7-lbs., 600 pieces, at Tis. 1.24 for Red Lagle, 1.244 for Rising Sun, Seaxs— 
Green Peacock, 250 pieces, at Tis. 1.29} per piece. 
| Miscruaxrous— 
‘Tormey Reo Canmntcs—Fisherman, 240 pieces, at Tis. 1.45} for 2}-Ihe., Tle. 1.55 for 24-Ibs., Tis. 1.73 for 3-Ibs. ; Green Vase, 2t-Ibs., 
180 pieces, at Tie. 1.70 per piece, Tind Bull ttead and Sun Chop (ents), 120 pieces, at Tis. L.174 a 1.254 per piece, for suudey 
weigl 
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Dory.* QUOTATIONS—Dorr Par. Dory. 

@, EB, Geev Saretias— Tham. c. q ee * a etatad Tis. m.c. 

§-Ibs, 39 in. 384 yds. /ASTINGS, ‘Per Chang of 

‘Ts, ae Ceare Lasrines, S05ds,0me > 37.0 y, 8.0.0 i 0.0.5 | Aas tate 

Dewhurat's Eagle Cnees Loeres, gone t on #58 

8} @ 841 LaIx—Do. Black paprees Xe t 

# eats X.X. Onieans—Fig.,30 yde. 4, +5, 25.0, 3.3.5 0.2.0 per poe. 

9 a 9}-lbs Special Colors & Patterns ,, 3.5.0 ,, 

OOS) Ber gee Metals and Sundries. 
Quroxstivss ....... nom. pr pel.60.0.0 ,,51.0.0| — 2:0.0 per pol. 
pe 124, Tix Praes —14 % 10...prbor.3.9.0 ,, 4.0.0 0.40 
» 1305, mall 4 9 
13.5,, Trox Wirz No. 11 
17.05, 19/16 025 4 
1.9.25, 17/23. 
2.2.0 Srraits Tix, Foug Hing. 
Derrs,Am.40yaa0in 151 27.0 Fok Chok. 125 yy 
English, » 14a 16-1! 7.7 0.1.0 Common chops. 
. Fine to Finest ,, 2.0 ne sd 0.2.5 

Duteb, 13.4 14b-lbs 22, BEB a 
Teas, Dh., Bont, 90d, 80in, 8iibs2.0-0 |, ‘ 

English vy 9@ Shlbs,..1.2.0 ,, 0.0.78 6.0 ” 
sue nom.1.5.5 5, 

RETINAS — O12 4, 
Aar., 40yds. 2603810. 151b8. ...2.7.0,, 29.011 goog i priaaso 906] Oar ” 
Brgy gt 1 Me dolby, 95 5, 21 0.8 on 7 ei 

'LOTHS— nom. Nartrop Irox— 
G-lbs, 24yds. 3210, Ord. 0.8.2 ,,0.8.73 Dawes’ Bort pel. 2.1.5 
Tbe. 24yde.32in. Ord. 0.9.0 5, 1.0.0) Gog 1B. Rogers, Sons & Gi 210 
ibs, Mox. Asi 0.4 Belgian 160 
10.5 |, 1.5.0 M. M. Crown. 18.0 O12 
33.3), 16. 0.0.8 Bar—Daw 23.5 
Better kinds and xX 7.0 ,, 1.9.0 = back Ronnd.. 2.3.0 
Banpeenoniens— % Leap—L. B. 5.10 aie Sasa 
ae a renee ako Gta |} 0028 perder | Conca Cet oe is 
Brorrep Suinvinas Whi 6.0 0.1.0. per pee. Medium i 0 035 
Dyed. 0.0 0| 0. 11.0.0 
Buovaves— White, 40y¢ 7. 0 
Dyed i 0 6.0.0 , 0.20 4, 
Dyed, 4091 0 1.2.0 
SuIRTINGs 5 48.0 1s ” 
540 
Pe «50° 020 4 
MOF 3.8.05, O12 4, 
Brown, Swatow, 30.0 ;, ogo 
Common 240 
0.0.7 per 30 yds. te Canton 8. Os 
+, Common Hi ou 
Vauvers—Black, 2: O18 Rarrans—Commor 28.05, % 
Vatvereens—Black, | ons Goodtotine.. sy 259 01S 
a uy ~ 60.05, 
Buve Denins 0.0.34 per 30 yas. : 
Dravim, J2p H 0.0.64 per pos. tothe pies. Be 38 0.1.0. per pel. 
Mustana, 125 ds, 42 in. nom.» 6.0.3) 4, hea o 
‘Yanx—Corrox—Now, 28 a 32 65. 0.7.0" per pel. | Saxpatwoon, South Sen 2.4.0 4, 
Camiers, Englinh, $$ nom, Timor 9.0.9 04.0 4, 
Malabar., u ” 
os 1215 0.0.5 
19.0.0 5) Masonove Park. » 0.8.0 ry 
Mevium & trvan Giorus v3 ) $ Futsr Sroxes. n 046 eee 
PANISH SRIPES ” = 
vi aa (et Coars,Cdiff(toarrive}t... 5 8.0.0 
Wai ” ) 3 American n 825 
; (2 Sydney (Bulli)... 5, 7.5.0 
Searle Mayra. HH ) . Neweastle,x.s, 750 60:8 panos, 
” : 5.2.5 
Anvorted, i i Nom, 0.0.48 1S +f 
» OPH b Pe 
2 68 5 
» UO | 0.1.5 per box. 
» V J 100 aq. feet 


























* Haikwan Syceo Tis. 100—Shanghai Currency Tis. 111.40, + Cargo quotations, 











FREIGHTS.—Navesing, Amorican barque, 724 tons, Nagasaki and back, 23 lay days, $1,725, in fall; Barbara Taylor, British schooner, 
‘252, tous, Shanghai to Kobe, $0.10 per case kerosine oil, Kabe to Suangha, 13 lay-daye, $2.75 per ton coal ; Inheritance, British bar se 
393 tons, Chefoo to Swatow, 25 Jay days, $0.19 per picul ; Eiulatiy h barque, 391 tons, Chefoo to Swatow, 23 lay days, $0.2 

Titan, American ship, 1,229 tons, Nagasaki to Hongkong,’ 30 lay days, $3,000, in full ; Corina, British barque, 820 ‘oss 

Shanghai to London, private terms. 

METALS.—Nail-Rod Fron.--About 12,000 bundles are said to have changed hands ab Tis, 2.05 por picul for Staffordshire, T! 
Rogers’, and 'Tls. 2.15 for Dawes’, Lead.—Small sales are reported at quotations. The business has been in common bran 
Japan Copper shews a deciine, but otherwise the market is without change. 

COTTON.--A heary suow-storm has effectually prevented the country people from bringing supplies to market, and business has been on 
‘a very small gcale indeed since last mail day. Prices remain unaltered. 

EXCHANGE,—Sterling rates have advanced under the iufluence of indications of monetary tightness, owing to the approach of the 
‘Native New-Year settling days, but businese in both Bank aud Private Paper bas been op a very limited scale, and quotations at the 
‘lose exhibit a downward tendency. Bank Bills un India are to be had on slightly better t rms for buyers, 








we 
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Statement of Imports and Deliveries: of Cotton and Woollen Piece Goods for the week ending 8th January, 1878, 
compiled from the “Customs Daily Returns,” Nos. 1 to 5, both Nos. inclusive. 

















Exports aNp Taxi DxsrpvaTion. 


















































Goons. ig 2 a q 
g Z| 4 a E 1s gig 
gl2)a.2l2}i]ald Lilbieldiala 
zle|eje}]a] 4a] é]a &]8 ele |é 

Gray Shirtings 5,050} 12,960, 200; 5,420) | 8,900, 7,000, 4,250 
T-loths 2,735, 3,900, 350] 5,330, | 825) 2380 
White Shirtings i 550) 150, 50) 300) 350, 1 "960. 
Dail, E 120! se 30) 800! 1,520} 359 
lo., Aime ” oe 
Jeans, Engl i 100 
Do., Aumerican ” 80 
Sheetings, English .. 4 es 

Do, American, » 160 
Dyed Shirtings ‘4 a 
Brocades & Sp. S'tings, White ,, oy 

my Dye 100 
Damaske, Dyed. ad 
Chintzes 380 
Tarkey Red Shirtings. 150 
Velvets 


180 
Volvotecns Pa 
Handkerchiste 


Long Ells 
Lasting 
rapo Lastin, 
Laetres, Plain 
Figured 
ty, Crapo 
Load in Pigs 
Tron—Nail Rod 


















































“boa) 
STOKA AT DATE, BASED ON 







































Devivertes. Cuaumer oF Cosarence RETURNS DATED 
Ist Jay., 1877, 7 
Goonn, aa pais, 
For the Fear | For the eaaSeny. | At date a 
a a a 
4,317,743 1,345,400 | 257,800 |~ $73,200 
er 210701547 $24,G0y | 334,000} 713,100 
White Shirdi. 572,974 193,400 31,500 | 120,400 
Drilie, English . 711,269 85,700 }) 312,500 
Do.,” Arm 236,099 " 
Joans, En; 238,087 12,7 
Do,’ A 32820 a 
7 
we 22,400 
21246 2,100 
6,593 5, 900 
32,913 6, ? 
12,793 5, 2 
124,698, sl 23,000 
131,356 2 57,700 
62,148 2 A 
11,336 3,900 8,000 
286,064 296,600 17,300 
99/150 4,200 5,000 
11,552 17,400 
46,184 2,500 
31,967 19,500 
1,760 86,688 5,200 
1,600 95,913 11,000 
670 | S416 6,200 
4,919 4,900 
16,185 7,800 
1,440 | 138,167 ? 
i. Orape 200 9,590 ’ 
Lead in Pigs 2,130 91,440 
Trou—Nail Rod . Ton | 114/316 - 




















* Exclusive of Import Cargoes ex Hopewell, Navesink, Teheran, Gordon Castle, Iraouaddy, Geelong, Titania, Glengyle, State of Alabama, 
Patroclus, several Coasters, and of sundry Re-exporte, 








EXPORTS. 


SILK.—Owing to the holidays and unfavourable home advices business generally has been without animation during the 
past fortnight; silk has been very quiet and with fair arzivals for the time of year stocks show a slight increase. |The fow 
transactions reported make the market about Tls. 15a 20 per picul lower for Tsatlees, with hardly any buyers and holders 
willing sellers, although they are not particularly pressing their stocks ; considerable quantities of silk are said to have been 
offered by wire, but apparently there has been but little response, judging from the limited business. ‘The inland traffic has 
Deen much interfered with in consequence of the very severe weather ; and should the frost continue, there can hardly be any 
important additions to our stocks until after the China New Year. ‘ 

‘Tsatlees.—Purchases are reported of Blue Elephant, Buffalo chop No. 2, and Beautiful Woman chop No. 2 at Tis, 415 = 
19s. 8d., against Tis. 4274 = 20s, 2d. for the mail of the 27th December. 

Kahings.—Chin-uen-sing’s No. 3 “Kin-ling” has been taken at Tis. 390 18s. Gd.—and some green Kabings at Tis. 315 
4320 = lis, @ 1s. 3d. 
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Re-reels.—Some 930 bales were shipped per “ Hiroshima Maru,” for New York, on the Ist inst., prices paid being from 
‘Tis. 350 = 16s. 8d. for damaged Haining re-reels to Tis. 395—= 18s. 9d. for middling sorts. The native brokers assert the 
stocks of these classes to be exceedingly limited, and that the production of re-reeled Teatlees has ceased for the season. 

Coarse Taysaams.—There has been a little enquiry for Chin-cums from Tis. 245 =e, 94. to Tis. 265=12s. 8d., and for 
Laeyangs at.Tls. 285 = Us. 3d. ; a parcel of Minchu yellow silk has changed hands at Tis. 320—15s, 3d., against Tis. 340—= 
16s. 3.—about a fortnight since. 














COMMERCIAL POSTSCRIPT. 


Jasvary 10, 1878. 


Annivazs.—(Not reported above)—January 6th, British barque Lyd", from Newcastle, N.S.W. ; 9th, German steamer Alond, 
from London 5 and British steamer A-killes, from Li 





Derantunes.—(Not reported above)—January 7th, British ship Halloween ; and 9th, British steamer Patroclus, both for London, 





‘The English mail steamer Geelong takes about 300 bales ef Stix, and about 200 tons of Tiza. 
ight, 5x. 64. a 5s, Gd. First-class Credits to Bank, 





Excaxcr.—On London, Telegraphic Transfers, 5s. 434, Bank Bills, 6 months’ 
5s. Gia. @ 5s, 63d, Private and Documentary, 5s. Od. a 5s, 64d. On Paris, Bank, 6.92; Private, 7.00. On India—Bombay Bank, 
Rs, 3104 a 313. Calcutta Bank, Rs. 3104 a 313. On Hongkong, Bank Bills, demand, 28 per cent. disct. Private, 15 daye’s ight, 28}. 
Bullion, Gold Bars, Pekin, Shanghai lis. 179.00 per var of 10 Tis. Shanghai weight. Bar Silver, Shanghai Tis. 111.20 per 100 Tia. Uanton 
weight. Mexican dollars, Shanghai Tis, 73.225 per 100. Copper Cash, 1,430 per tael. 


SHARES. 




















Suancuat, 10th January, 1878, 


H, & 8, Bank.—There have been some transactions reported at 57 % premium, and vzchange 73, for casb, and at 60 % premium, for Sle¢ 
current. ‘The market is quiet, with sellers. 

Pootung Dock Co,—A sale at T35 ex December dividend is reported, 

China Traders’ uurance Co.—Shares are enquired for. + 

Yangtsce Insurance Association, Dividends to the amount of $60 por share have been declared, payable on the 15th current, Shares 
have been sold at $650 and T6534. Th» market closes firm, with buyers, 

Chinese Insurance Co.—There are some enquiries for this stock. 

China Fire Insurance Co.—A lot has been sold at $175. 

Chineve Loan, 1874.—A few Bodds wero sold at £1014, and excbange 5s. 7, 

Chinese Loam, 1877.—Bonda have cuanged hauds at from par to 1 per cent. premium, ‘The latest quotation is £100}, 
































| Postriox ver Last Reroxt, | Lasy Drvipaxp, &. | Casm Quotations, 
SHARES. No. | Value, ;Paid up. At Working) ay, | To Share [When pa, 








| Reserve. “Account, holders, | or due. Closing. 
\ = 
Bank. i 
Hongkong & Shanghai Banking! 
Corporation, “| 40,000 | $125 $125 $650,000.00 $14,027.45,80June77, © 41 |22Aug.77| 67 % prom, ex. 73 


Steamer Companies. 
ShanghaiSteam N: 
(in Liquidati 
China Coast Ste: 
Co, 









| FIO mB 615,002.35. 50 Dec. 76, {AMET 9 0c8, 77) 264 
19 41,153.60 30 Dec, 1 *34% | 7Jan.76] 77 










‘TJuly 77) 295 


Shanghai Dock Co, 
AJuly 77) 85 


Pootung Dock Co. 





930 





*5% |1oJuly 77] 148 


Ga 
Shanghai Gas Co 
*5% jataug.77} 71 


Compagnie du G: 


Tusurance ( Marine.) 
Ching eaders? Inourance Co. | 


1,500 
1,000 





200 30 Apl. 12% [81 July 77) 2,000 
900.42 27649, 980.44/30 June’ 9 July 77} 


10,500.00 $119,00..38; 1, 
we OO. f 12 Suly 77) 6533 
$62,507.60. $60,969.24 30 Dec. 76) 13s. 77) 255 













Yangten 
Chinese Insurance Uo,, Limited, 


Insurance (Fire. ) E i 
Hongkong Fire lu. Co,, Limited, 2,000 | $1,000 $200 $364,202.00 $244,415.07180 Dec. 76+$47.60 p.ab./20 Feb. 77| 685 
China Fire In. Co., Limited .. | $300 $100 30; $96,304.86'30 Deo. 76) +12% |30Dec. 76) 175 


Miscellaneous. 






















































Shanghai & U'kew Wart 100 100 | w1,s78.61]30Dec. 76) *4% [15 Aug.77] 112 
Shanghai Tug Boat Association wi00 2100 H a sessee asses Nomi 
{ Ws 1 
LOANS. Amount of Loan. |,Nomiual Value of ' Rate of Intereat.| When Payable. 
z 8% 30th April & 31st Oct. 
z » 30th June & Slat Dee. 
zg ! a 30th June & 31st Dec. 
r { ” 30th Jane. 
. z 3 Blat Dee. 
Chinese Imperial Government Loan 1874 £ 8 30th June & let Dee, | £1013”? 
Do. a. 1817 £ 3% 28th Feb. & Slat Aug. | £1005 ”” 








* For half-year. + For year. J. P. BISSET & Co. 

















Wastner.—The suow-fall which we chronicled last week was followed by a hard frost, which has since continue’, with the interrupt 
only of twenty-four hours rain and enow from Satunlay to Sunday afternoon. ‘To-day, however, the wind shows symptom of changing to the 
south. ‘The thermomctcr lias ranged ouly from 35 to 15, and on several days baa remained below freezing point during the whole twerty 
four hours. 
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